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E. Chemerinsky : Federal Jurisdiction (text only) 5th (Fifth) edition by E. Chemerinsky  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Federal Jurisdiction (text only) 5th (Fifth) 
edition by E. Chemerinsky: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. HelpfulBy Law StudentI used this book to prepare for my Federal 
Jurisdiction final exam. I had done about 50% of the readings for the class, and had not outlined or briefed any cases 
by the time reading period rolled around. I began reading about 8 days before my final, and read at a pace of about 120 
pages a day (I didn't have to read the entire book). I used the book itself to create my case briefs.The book was 
incredibly helpful. The concepts in fed jur, standing alone, are complex. When you put it all together, it is nearly 
impossible to figure out how the various doctrines fit together and where. This book helps with all that. Additionally, I 
referred to the Federal Courts E and E for practice problems. Finally, I skimmed sections of Pfander's hornbook to get 
another perspective on issues that remained difficult to comprehend. After all the reading was done, I created 
flowcharts of the various doctrines individually. I used the flowcharts to understand how all the doctrines all fit 
together. In the end, I got an A. I was happy considering my competition.One note, this book focuses very heavily on 
standing, 1983, and Bivens. For my class, that was perfect. I know some other professors focus very little of their 
attention on 1983 and Bivens. If that is your situation, maybe this book isnt the best for you.1 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. Good, not great, resourceBy TucoFederal Courts is a tough class and, if you're lost and need 
a broad statement to ground you, this book is helpful. That said, the summaries of the cases can be wanting. The way 
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Chemerinsky describes Murdock v. City of Memphis, one would think Murdock had no claim of federal right 
whatsoever. This omission would be fatal to understanding what Hart Wechsler term the difference between distinct 
and antecedent questions of state law. Honestly, the Wikipedia pages for the cases are often better than Chemerinsky's 
summaries. It's certainly not as good as his constitutional law hornbook. Of course, the nature of a Federal Courts class 
might have made his job harder.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Necessary.By Joshua N. 
MitchellThis was an indispensable reference for Fed Courts and has become an indispensable reference on my shelf 
now that I'm in practice, too.
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