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John Hailman : From Midnight to Guntown: True Crime Stories from a Federal Prosecutor in Mississippi 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised From Midnight to 
Guntown: True Crime Stories from a Federal Prosecutor in Mississippi: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. GREAT BOOK - EVERYONE INTERESTED IN THE TRUE 
MISSISSIPPI SHOULD READBy Roy ThompsonInteresting book front to back. As an old fraud investigator (now 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1617038008


retired) I felt right at home with John Hailman. Also being from North Mississippi I had from previous work 
experiences known many of the persons mentioned in the book. I worked in many of the same areas in commercial 
situations which often lead to criminal charges being placed. John did a good job of keeping the book lively. I'm 
normally not much of a reader, but I ran to the book as often as I could find a few minutes and finished it in record 
time. I look forward to read more from this interesting author. He's the kind of buy I'd like to sit down with a few beers 
and discuss old "war stories".0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Good stories for my husband to 
read.By Susan CampigliaMy husband is enjoying this book. Thanks for offering it.0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. The Truth, The Whole Truth and Nothing But The TruthBy Bobby Taylor VanceExcellent 
presentation from an "insider" factually. However, the keys to enjoyment of this book, as opposed to other books about 
attorneys and the legal profession, are the glimpses of the authors personality as he recalls each scenario.

As a federal prosecutor in Mississippi for over thirty years, John Hailman worked with federal agents, lawyers, judges, 
and criminals of every stripe. In From Midnight to Guntown, he recounts amazing trials and bad guy antics from the 
darkly humorous to the needlessly tragic.In addition to bank robbers--generally the dumbest criminals--Hailman 
describes scam artists, hit men, protected witnesses, colorful informants, corrupt officials, bad guys with funny 
nicknames, over-the-top investigators, and those defendants who had a certain roguish charm. Several of his 
defendants and victims have since had whole books written about them: Dickie Scruggs, Emmett Till, Chicago gang 
leader Jeff Fort, and Paddy Mitchell, leader of the most successful bank robbery gang of the twentieth century. But 
Hailman delivers the inside story no one else can. He also recounts his scary experiences after 9/11 when he 
prosecuted terrorism cases.

Drawing on his forty years as a courtroom lawyer, John Hailman delivers a boatload of fascinating stories, all true, 
producing a real page-turner of a memoir which reads like a novel. John Hailman is the toughest federal prosecutor 
ever to hit the state of Mississippi.Bill Minor, syndicated columnist, New Orleans Times-PicayuneA most interesting 
character, fluent in French and English, John Hailman has acquired a reputation as a splendid trial lawyer. As a federal 
prosecutor, he has perfect balance; he exercises sound discretion both in and out of the courtroom.Chief Judge William 
C. Keady, Northern District of MississippiJohn Hailman is a great southern lawyer, raconteur, and writer of 
stories.Douglas Blackmon, Pulitzer Prize-winning author of Slavery by Another NameFrom Midnight to Guntown is 
an exciting personal account of politics, power, and the law, exploring their intersection on the main streets and in the 
rural backwaters of modern America. This book should be required reading not only for aspiring trial lawyerson both 
sides of the courtroombut for all lovers of true crime stories, whether they love lawyers or loathe them.David Bowen, 
five-term United States CongressmanFrom Midnight to Guntown is a beautifully written portrait of the complex and 
criminal underworlds of rural Mississippi. With humor and pathos, retired prosecutor John Hailman captures in a 
subtle way the individual lives of bank robbers, drug dealers, and racist killers, a cast of characters reminiscent of the 
best Faulkner novels. By the end of the book, the criminals, police, and judges have become so familiar to the reader, 
they are like an extended, if highly dysfunctional, family. Hailman knows this world intimately, and his book brings 
people vividly to life, touching the heart of the reader.William Ferris, former director of the National Endowment for 
the HumanitiesNo book I have ever read captures with greater writing skill the color and humor of our courtroom 
dramas.Judge E. Grady Jolly, U.S. Court of AppealsThat Hailman fellow from Mississippi who tells those funny 
stories about bank robberieshe should write a book. Oh, he did? Well, thats good.Willie Nelson, Grammy-winning 
country music starA masterful portrait of our culture as viewed through the peculiar lens that is Mississippi. Hailman 
is a gifted raconteur and a writer of rare strength and talent. He has produced the most fascinating and informative 
book Ive read in years.Parham Williams, Dean, University of Mississippi School of LawMississippi has always 
provided great fodder for novelists, and From Midnight to Guntown explains why in a straight, uncut version. John 
Hailman knows this world inside and out and delivers hilarious yarns as if told at the bar stool right next to you. 
Highly recommended for all fans of true crime stories. Ill be keeping this one handy on my bookshelf to reference for 
future novels.Ace Atkins, best-selling crime novelistAbout the AuthorJohn Hailman, Oxford, Mississippi, was a 
federal prosecutor at the U.S. Attorney's office in Oxford for thirty-three years, was an inaugural Overby Fellow in 
journalism, and is an adjunct professor of law at the University of Mississippi. He is the author of the critically 
acclaimed biography Thomas Jefferson on Wine and The Search for Good Wine, both from University Press of 
Mississippi. 


