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Robert H. Freilich : From Sprawl to Smart Growth: Successful Legal, Planning, and Environmental Systems 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised From Sprawl to Smart 
Growth: Successful Legal, Planning, and Environmental Systems: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A great contribution to planning literatureBy S. Mark WhiteThis is a 
must-read for any city, county or region that is considering a growth management system. Dr. Freilich is one of the 
pioneers in American growth management systems, and his personal experience in designing the systems is an 
invaluable resource. In response to Lewyn's comments, linking growth and infrastructure can be VERY controversial. 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1570737193


If not done properly, it can lead to invalidation or takings liability. Even if done properly, a variety of stakeholder - 
including neighborhoods, the development and building community, and local administrators - usually weigh in 
heavily. The controversies can be particularly intense during the formative stages of the program. No jurisdiction 
should undertake this type of system without learning the lessons gleaned from this outstanding book.2 of 3 people 
found the following review helpful. baby stepsBy Michael LewynAs one of the other reviewers pointed out, this is a 
good introduction to modest, relatively noncontroversial things local governments can do to slow suburban sprawl, 
such as requiring development and infrastructure to move together. But I wish Freilich had been a little less optimistic, 
and focused more on how inadequate such steps sometimes are. For example, Portland and Minneapolis both have 
variations on urban growth boundaries, and Freilich praises the Minneapolis program. However, the Minneapolis 
program has basically been a failure: the Twin Cities keep losing people because the growth boundary includes far 
more land than the Portland version. Also, I would have emphasized that sprawl is a result not only of land use but of 
highway and education policy.4 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Directing and Focusing 
DevelopmentBy Paul D, Selver , PartnerThis book provides an excellent introduction to the planning techniques for 
directing and focusing development available to state and local governments and a critical assessment of how they 
have been used in a variety of local and regional settings.At a time when state and local competition for available land 
has become increasingly intense, an understanding of the legal and policy bases of these approaches and the different 
ways in which they might be used in planning is critical to finding ways to accommodate legitimate public goals to the 
expectations of property owners.

A step-by-step guide-complete with proven cases from around the country-showing how states and local governments 
can control sprawl, maintain urban areas, enlarge their quality of life through new urban and mixed use developments,.


