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JamesL. Buckley : Gleaningsfrom an Unplanned Life: An Annotated Oral History before purchasing it in order
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised Gleanings from an Unplanned Life: An Annotated
Oral History:

7 of 7 people found the following review helpful. An Unplanned Life Maybe the BestBy Anthony CalabreseAn
interesting book, it is based on the transcript of a series of interviews Judge Buckley did in the mid 1990sin
connection with alegal oral history project. The book takes the form of a question and answer session, "annotated" by
Judge Buckley to clarify and expand upon some of his answers. The book follows Buckley's life from his youth
through college, his service in World War 11 and beyond.Buckley isthe brother of William F. Buckley and as such got
caught up in the burgeoning conservative movement in the 1950s and 60s. In 1970, he found himself elected to the
Senate as the candidate of the New Y ork Conservative Party, winning athree way race. After being defeated for
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reelection in 1976, in the early 1980s he joined the Reagan administration, most prominently as president of Radio
Free Europe. One of hisformer campaign volunteers was responsible for finding potential judicial nominees, so
Buckley found himself on the DC Circuit, hearing appeals mostly from administrative law issues. Through it al, he
found time to raise alarge family, help run his family oil business and indulge his love of nature.What is most
fascinating about the book isthat all of it was unplanned. While serving in the Pacific during World War 11, Buckley
decided he really wanted the quiet life of a country lawyer in rural Connecticut. He never got hiswish, but seemsto
have had no regrets. The book is an interesting memoir on one of an obscure, but important, figure in American post-
WWII history.5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. A Unique View of our Federal GovernmentBy James
HeathJudge Buckley may very well be the only person who has served in all three branches of government to have
brought those three perspectives to bear in one volume. He does so lucidly and, it seemed to me, patiently.0 of 1
people found the following review helpful. View of atime and familyBy Paul Keith WandreyKind of an amazing life
and family. The Buckley family has had their impact on this country. Good book to chronicle the time

United States senator, under secretary of state, federal appellate judge. James L. Buckley tells the story of his
improbable transformation from a highly private businessman/lawyer into his"unplanned life" as probably the only
American now alive who has served in a high office in each branch of the federal government. This thoughtful
conservative provides an insider's insights into many of the critical problems that continue to face our country. His
interesting, poignant, and wryly amusing memoir recalls the unusual life of this member of one of America's most
remarkable families.

"Y ou have never read a book like this. A first-class litigator and brillinat interviewer, Wendy White, probes and keeps
probing one of the quietest of the most interesting people of our time, Jim Buckley, Senator, President of Radio
Liberty and Radio Free Europe during akey period in the liberation of Europe from Soviet Communism, Federal
Judge, and all-around good man. Judge Buckley adds informative and entertaining notes throughout, explaining parts
of the hidden background that readers might want to know. A warm, often wryly funny, wonderfully illuminating tale
about one of the most remarkable families of the last century." - Michael Novak, George Frederick Jewett Chair in
Religion, Philosophy, and Public Policy at the American Enterprise Institute



