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Thomas : Health Care Book of Lists  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, 
and all praised Health Care Book of Lists: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. over ratedBy Dr. BillFor any one in the healthcare space, this is 
about as useful as a ten year old telephone book

This text is perhaps the single most powerful reference you can have on the shelf or your desk. The explosion of health 
statistics and the demand for information is increasing daily. Right now, more than ever, there is an unprecedented 
interest in accountability. Regulators, consumer groups, government financing agencies, policy setters, health care 
planners and marketers live off data. In all, there isn't an individual inside or outside of the health care industry that 
cannot use quality data.The Health Care Book of Lists provides quality, compiled data, and more. This text contains 
338 of the most up-to-date compiled lists found anywhere. Each list provides the most current compiled data available, 
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along with reference to sources used for collection, important definitions, caveats or qualifications where needed for 
better understanding and meaning, and interpretation of the data and its meaning to the health care professional.This 
important new book provides the greatest amount of compiled health care data than any single source available. 
Already a huge hit nationwide, Health Care Book of Lists is a must for libraries, clinics, HMOs, PPOs, hospital staff 
and planners, healthcare marketers, as well as the individual practitioner.

From Library JournalThe three demographers who decided to produce the Health Care Book of Lists attempted a 
herculean task: to create a healthcare statistics source that is user-friendly and affordable. They have come close to the 
golden apple with this hefty volume, which houses a "one-stop shop" of healthcare numbers. Twelve sections, each 
with an essay discussing the environment for its statistics, relate numerically the state of healthcare in the United 
States. The tables therein are augmented by original source information, the methodology of collecting the numbers 
shown, and the qualifications of each study. Interpretations and definitions are included with each table as needed. 
Governmental and professional organizations, such as the National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS) and the 
American Medical Association (AMA), provide the majority of the data. The appendix discussing the sources used 
here illustrates that this information is available elsewhere but not all in one place. For instance, Statistical Abstracts of 
the United States (GPO, annual) does not contain the breadth of tables found here. Although more complete, the 
NCHS's Vital Health Statistics: An Annotated Checklist Index to the Publications of the "Rainbow Series" 
(Greenwood, 1991) is cumbersome to use. However, two minor shortcomings are evident. First, the inclusion of a 
glossary would have helped clarify some basic questions about general statistical and demographic terminology. The 
descriptions that accompany each section are helpful but not easy to use intermittently. Second, the absence of an 
index is problematical, especially for users unfamiliar with the health arena. (The authors felt that, given the nature of 
this text, preparing an index might have been difficult; they hoped that, used together, the table of contents and the 
charts would serve the purpose.) Overall, however, the Health Care Book of Lists would be a beneficial addition to 
reference stacks in any public, academic, or special library with a need for health-related statistics.- Lorri Zipperer, 
ChicagoCopyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc. ...'one-stop shop' of health care numbers...a beneficial 
addition to reference stacks. -Library Journal 


