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Homer Ross Tomlin : Homer Thornberry: Congressman, Judge, and Advocate for Equal Rights  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Homer Thornberry: 
Congressman, Judge, and Advocate for Equal Rights: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Very well writtenBy Charles T SheltonVery well written book about 
an amazing human being!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great read. This book has something for 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0875656374


everyoneBy Jeremy BennettGreat read. This book has something for everyone. I compelling human story of history, 
politics and doing the right thing. Expertly written. I highly recommend.

Former congressman and judge Homer Thornberry was a lifelong public servant widely respected for his integrity and 
championship of equal rights. The only child of destitute deaf-mute parents, he is one of just a few dozen individuals 
in US history to serve at least ten years in both the legislative and judicial branches at the federal level. Then-senator 
Lyndon Johnson and House Speaker Sam Rayburn each considered Thornberry a valuable ally and close personal 
friend. They constituted part of a small minority of southern congressmen who helped pass watershed civil rights bills 
amid social upheaval. His membership on the powerful House Rules Committee was critical to advancing President 
Kennedys New Frontier agenda. Thornberry also spearheaded legislation supporting higher education and deaf 
communities. After his transition to the federal judiciary, Thornberry continued to push for civil rights reform as a 
district judge and later as a member of the US Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit, which served most of the Deep 
South at the time. He wrote the majority opinion that found Texass poll tax on state elections to be unconstitutional. 
Thornberry was also assigned to hundreds of controversial desegregation cases, playing an integral part in integrating 
public schools across the South. As president, Lyndon Johnson nearly succeeded in placing Thornberry on the US 
Supreme Court. Written by his grandson, this book takes a critical look at Thornberrys compelling life story and 
distinguished career.
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