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William J Campbell : Speculators in Empire: Iroquoia and the 1768 Treaty of Fort Stanwix (New Directions in 
Native American Studies series)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and 
all praised Speculators in Empire: Iroquoia and the 1768 Treaty of Fort Stanwix (New Directions in Native American 
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Studies series): 

At the 1768 Treaty of Fort Stanwix, the British secured the largest land cession in colonial North America. Crown 
representatives gained possession of an area claimed but not occupied by the Iroquois that encompassed parts of New 
York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Kentucky, and West Virginia. The Iroquois, however, were far from naveand the outcome 
was not an instance of their simply being dispossessed by Europeans. In Speculators in Empire, William J. Campbell 
examines the diplomacy, land speculation, and empire building that led up to the treaty. His detailed study overturns 
common assumptions about the roles of the Iroquois and British on the eve of the American Revolution.

"With thorough research and close reasoning, William Campbell illuminates in this excellent new book the murky 
interplay of colonial land speculators, Native diplomats, and empire builders. He astutely reveals the failure of the 
British Empire to consolidate a frontier boundary meant to sustain an alliance with Native peoples. From the wreckage 
emerged the United States, which accelerated the dispossession of the Indians."--Alan Taylor, author of THE 
DIVIDED GROUND: INDIANS, SETTLERS, AND THE NORTHERN BORDERLAND OF THE AMERICAN 
REVOLUTION 


