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From Brand: The Kent State University Press : Spur Up Your Pegasus: Family Letters of Salmon, Kate, and 
Nettie Chase, 1844-1873  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all 
praised Spur Up Your Pegasus: Family Letters of Salmon, Kate, and Nettie Chase, 1844-1873: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Extremely impressive . . .By NYCreaderThis book, surely many 
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years in the making, is quite an accomplishment. The letters are judiciously selected and the footnotes/annotations 
display an amazing breadth of knowledge and research into virtually the entirety of American political history over 
four decades from the 1830s to 1870s. Highly recommended for historians of that era, both professional and amateur.

A volume of correspondence between a prominent father and his accomplished daughters Married three times, Salmon 
P. Chase lost four children in infancy. Two daughters survived to adulthood and were their father's companions during 
his service as a U.S. senator from Ohio, governor of Ohio, Abraham Lincoln's secretary of the Treasury, and Chief 
Justice of the Supreme Court. Kate, his older daughter, acted as an unofficial political advisor to her father and was a 
prominent Washington, D.C., hostess, while Nettie eschewed a life in the public eye, becoming a wife, mother, and 
creator of children's books. Often separated from his family due to the demands of his career as a lawyer and 
antislavery politician, Chase maintained his relationship with his daughters by the frequent exchange of letters. Chase's 
letters show an ambitious father trying to school his daughters from afar, admonishing them to study and encouraging 
them to develop self-discipline and personal responsibility. The letters in this volume - from Chase to his daughters, 
from his daughters to him and to each other - span from when Kate was a young child and Nettie not yet born to their 
father's death in 1873. This collection of correspondence, many letters previously unpublished, stresses familial 
relationships, the daughters' education, and the role of women in nineteenth-century America. "Spur Up Your 
Pegasus" provides important insights into the personal lives and private thoughts of a prominent political family.
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