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Rod Duncan : Sue in California Without a Lawyer  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Sue in California Without a Lawyer: 

3 of 4 people found the following review helpful. EXCELLENT BOOKBy BuyerThis is an excellent book, as are all 
the Nolo's books. I filed a personal injury case using this book and the other Nolo's book about representing yourself in 
court and did great. There were very few things the two books did not cover. I disagree with the reviewer that was 
unhappy with the book. The book does not claim to put you through law school and qualify you as a lawyer by the 
time you are done reading it....some thinking and effort on your own is required and even then it is not easy to 
represent yourself in court. But if you dare to enter the world of judges and lawyers...the two Nolo's books are the best 
bet you have for help. I liked the author (who is a judge) because unlike any judges or lawyers I encountered, he tells it 
like it is. In one section he mentions judge's lying....what Judge would admit a judge lies? AND BELIEVE ME THEY 
DO...FREELY AND FREQUENTLY AND THINK NOTHING OF IT! I recommend this book and the other nolo's 
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book highly.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Book ReviewBy FJNCALIThis book contains 
everything you need to know about suing without a lawyer in California. Well written and easy to understand-it 
worked for me.5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Beware of defects!By RePeteBecause of defects and 
omissions in this book, the court rejected my request for a default! Boy was I angry! Amazingly the author is a judge!! 
Specifically in chapter 9, page 3 it says to SKIP item 5. WRONG! Furthermore the author fails to mention that you 
must file SEPARATE requests for default for EACH defendant. (In my case I sued a small business AND the 
individual owner)The author also cuts corners by providing only one sample for BOTH a request for entry of default 
AND judgments requests. This only confuses the reader.The author's only sample of a declaration (that is supposed to 
accompany the request for judgment) pertains to an auto accident case. I modeled my declaration (regarding a breach 
of contract case) after the author's declaration and my legal coach said mine was a train wreck!The author is also 
vague as to what instances you are supposed to use and file a "Proof of Service by Mail". I have no clue.This book has 
potential to be a really great book. Unfortunately the author didn't dot all his i's and cross his t's so to speak. Defective 
forms can potentially cost you thousands if the defendant takes advantage. Hopefully there aren't more defects in this 
book that I haven't mentioned.

Some cases are too big for Small Claims Court and too small to interest a lawyer. But Sue in California Without a 
Lawyer takes you step by step through the entire process of a limited jurisdiction case in California Superior Court. 
Take on common types of civil court cases worth up to $25,000, including: *contract disputes *personal injuries 
*property damage cases *business disputes Whether you're bringing the suit or defending against one, this plain-
English legal guide shows you how to prepare a complaint, file and serve papers, participate in settlement negotiations, 
present a case and much more. All the forms you need are included. Written by Roderic Duncan, a retired California 
Superior Court judge, this book includes the legal insight and practical tips that only a judge with over 25 years of 
experience can provide.

About the AuthorAppointed to the California Municipal Court in 1975, Roderic Duncan was then elected to the 
Superior Court bench in 1987. He has been a lecturer and faculty member at over 25 educational programs for judges. 
In 1990, he was chosen as the Judicial Officer of the Year by the California State Bar, Family Law Section. 


