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Between 1939 and 1963, the federal government embarked on a program of relocation and relief in the Eastern Arctic 
that would dramatically alter the lives of Inuit living there. This book documents how the development of the 
Canadian welfare state coincided with attempts to assimilate Inuit and organize their lives according to Western ideas 
about the family, work, and community. This policy resulted in many tammarniit (mistakes) that led to social 
disruption and cultural disintegration, and even contributed to death among Inuit.The authors have made extensive use 
of archival documents, many of which have been unavailable to researchers before, among them the Alex Stevenson 
Collection, which was stored in the Archives of the Northwest Territories. They have also interviewed many key 
individuals who were involved with events during the period. The result is a compelling and sobering look at the 
evolution of Canadian policy in the North and its tragic effects on Inuit.Tammarniit is essential reading for anyone 
concerned with present-day debates about self-government for aboribinal people. By carefully exmaining the 
relationships among economic and social welfare considerations, Canadian cultural biases, as well as administrative 
and political concerns, Tammarniit provides a comprehensive overview of policymaking during this period as well as 
insight into the themes of resistance and renewal which have emerged among Inuit.

Treads the fine line of compassionate analysis and understanding. The authors avoid righteous condemnation, examing 
instead the complex ways in which decent, well-meaning officials fashioned a legacy of suffering from their own 
insensitivity, ignorance, and self-deception ... Like it or not, Canada is about to be transformed by the emerging 
powers of its aboriginal nations ... How Canada responds to these challenges will define the future shape of 
Confederation itself. In that sense, this book is both timely and significant. (Stephen Hume Vancouver Sun)In this 
important book, Tester and Kulchyski skillfully weave the episodes of Inuit relocations into the fabric of general 
postdepression Canadian history. The authors do an excellent job of revealing the complex relations between the 
government, the missionaries, the fur companies, and the Inuit. It is another excellent case study of the detrimental 
effects of governmental paternalism. (Ryan Madden American Indian Culture and Research Journal)Tammarniit 
(Mistakes) makes an important contribution to our understandings of the recent history of the relationships between 
the Inuit of the eastern arctic and the Canadian state (in its various and complex manifestations). (Peter Geller 
SSHARE)Recent media attention on the dire living conditions of the Innu in Davis Inlet, Labrador, has served as a 
stark reminder of the tragic outcome of Canadian government policy toward the Inuit in the eastern Arctic between 
1939 and 1963. In Tammarniit, Frank Tester and Peter Kulchyski focus on the roles of relief and relocation in 
response to welfare and other perceived problems and the federal government's overall goal of assimilating the Inuit 
into the dominant Canadian culture. As a result, the seeming benevolence of the post-Second World War Canadian 
welfare state is seriously questioned. The authors have made extensive use of archival documents, many of which have 
not been available to researchers before, among them the Alex Stevenson Collection, which was stored in the Archives 
of the Northwest Territories and which proved to be invaluable in determining the course of events and the evolution 
of northern policies. Tammarniit begins with an account of the debate over which branch of government should be 
responsible for the Inuit and whose budget should cover the costs for providing relief. This debate was resolved in 
1939 when the Supreme Court of Canada ruled that the federal government was responsible. The following chapters 
cover the first wave of government expansion in the north, which coincided with the evolution of the postwar liberal 
welfare state; the policy debate that resulted in the decision to relocate Inuit from relatively southern communities on 
the east coast of Hudson Bay to the high Arctic; and the actual movement of people and materials. The second half of 
the book focuses on conditions following relocation. A great deal of attention is paid to the Henik Lake and Garry 
Lake famines, both of which occurred in the Keewatin district in the late 1950s, and to the subsequent establishment of 
the community of Whale Cove. The book concludes with an examination of the second wave of state expansion in the 
late fifties and the emergence of a new dynamic of intervention.About the AuthorFrank Tester is a professor in the 
School of Social Work at the University of British Columbia. Peter Kulchyski is a professor in the Department of 
Native Studies at Trent University. 


