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A. James Hammerton, Alistair Thomson : Ten Pound Poms: A life history of British postwar emigration to 
Australia  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Ten Pound 
Poms: A life history of British postwar emigration to Australia: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Gift for a "Brit" friendBy B. ShellenbergerHer aunt and uncle were 
Ten Pound Poms - she was thrilled and delighted. I borrowed it - an interesting time in history.2 of 2 people found the 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=071907133X


following review helpful. wowBy Sarah JamesonFab book I have been reading at the State Library for a year now. 
Travelling in by train to sit and read and make notes. Eventually I decided to lash out and buy. Best thing I ever did. I 
saw an ABC doco in 2007 about the Ten Pound Poms. Discovered it was based on the book which I tracked down. It 
connects with all my guilty experiences as a child immigrant and confirms my thoughts and secret musings as a 
child/adult on the insignificance of my experiences, which of course I have discovered are not worthless! If you are a 
migrant I recommend reading0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Superb In-depth Study of Ten Pound 
PomsBy Marie D.Lots of information about every step in the migrant process, including real stories, a few photos and 
great documentation. A most relevant reference for anyone who has a post Worls War 2 emigrant in his/her family tree.

More than a million Britons emigrated to Australia between the 1940s and 1970s. They were the famous 'ten pound 
Poms' and this is their story. Illuminated by the fascinating testimony of migrant life histories, this is the first 
substantial history of their experience and fills a gaping hole in the literature of emigration. The authors, both leading 
figures in the fields of oral history and migration studies, draw upon a rich life history archive of letters, diaries, 
personal photographs and hundreds of oral history interviews with former migrants, including those who settled in 
Australia and those who returned to Britain. They offer original interpretations of key historical themes, including: 
motivations for emigration; gender relations and the family dynamics of migration; the 'very familiar and awfully 
strange' confrontation with the new world; the anguish of homesickness and return; and the personal and national 
identities of both settlers and returnees, fifty years on. Accessible and appealing, this book will engage readers 
interested in British and Australian migration history and intrigued about the significance of migrant memories for 
individuals, families and nations.

"This book presents a brilliantly vivid, informative, sensitive and thoughtful account of the major post-war migration 
stream to Australia. Because the authors write in an intelligent, lucid and jargon-free manner, this is a book accessible 
to many."--Steven Constantine, University of Lancaster. 


