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This study is a description and analysis of the work of the African Commission on human and peoples' rights. Itsaim
isto make the African Commission accessible, and it therefore emphasizes the practical rather than the theoretical
aspects of the work of the Commission. Readers should gain insight into the structure and mandate of the Commission,
the procedures for examining complaints, and the State reporting procedure. A significant portion of the book
addresses how the African Commission has dealt with actual cases alleging violation of the rights and freedoms
guaranteed by the Charter. The information and analysis provided should benefit NGOs, individuals and human rights
lawyersin their efforts to use the African human rights machinery to promote and protect human rights, and will, it is
hoped, inspire academics and researchers to take up the theoretical issues highlighted, and develop them further. It is
to be hoped that making the work of the African Commission accessible will increase the effectiveness of the African
human rights system.

"This book is avaluable and useful addition to the literature, there not having been much by way of previous
publication on the African Commission on Human and People's Rights. [...] The book can only add some hitherto
obscured detail and evidence to this debate.”" "International Journal on Minority and Group Rights,” 1997.

" Ankumah's work will give the reader a better insight into the structure and mandate of the Commission, the
procedures for examining complaints and the reporting procedure ... her book, which has provided a treatment of the
African human rights system that has not been achieved before."' "West Africa," 1996.This book is avaluable and
useful addition to the literature, there not having been much by way of previous publication on the African
Commission on Human and People's Rights. [...] The book can only add some hitherto obscured detail and evidence to
this debate.' International Journal on Minority and Group Rights, 1997. 'Ankumah’'s work will give the reader a better
insight into the structure and mandate of the Commission, the procedures for examining complaints and the reporting
procedure ... her book, which has provided atreatment of the African human rights system that has not been achieved
before.' West Africa, 1996.



