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Howard Ball : The Bakke Case: Race, Education, and Affirmative Action before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Bakke Case: Race, Education, and Affirmative Action:

Twice denied admission to a Californiamedical school despite better grades and test scores than successful minority
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applicants, Allan Bakke took his grievance to court and set off amajor controversy over affirmative action. Bakke
claimed that he was a victim of reverse discrimination, and his case has been considered by many as the most
important civil rights decision since the end of segregationand also one of the most difficult ever heard by the Supreme
Court.Howard Ball now reviews the many issues raised by this case that placed affirmative action on trial. He
examines the law and politics surrounding Bakke in an even-handed manner, presenting both sides of the debate and
discussing key arguments presented by pressure groups. He also offers a behind-the-scenes look at what transpired
during the months between oral arguments before the Court and the justices final decision, including secret conference
sessions and judicial memos.While four justices confirmed that Bakke had been the victim of reverse discrimination,
four others agreed that the school's affirmative action plan was alogical application of the 1964 Civil Rights Act.
Justice Lewis Powell sided with both viewpoints, resulting in Bakke's admission to the school and the upholding of
affirmative action. The Court's unusual split decision invalidated UC-Davis's quota program for minorities but also
struck down a California court's ruling that race could not be used as a factor in considering applicants.In light of
eroding public support for affirmative action today, Ball examines the impact of Bakke and its use as a precedent. He
also reviews recent events such as California Proposition 209, Washington Initiative 200, the "One Florida Initiative"
program, and the Supreme Court's refusal to overturn Texas v. Hopwooda decision that forced the University of Texas
to eliminate affirmative action in itslaw school .As affirmative action continues to divide judges, legislatures, and
citizens, the fragile consensus forged by Justice Powell seemsto be collapsing. This book offers essential background
for anyone interested in the controversy, helping readers to better understand the dynamics of Supreme Court decision
making in emotionally charged litigation and to arrive at a more informed opinion over this vexing issue.

"Thisisan accessible, often lively, retelling of one of the most controversial cases of the late twentieth century."Law
and Politics Book "This well-written, concise, but thorough review of the legal battle over affirmative action focuses
primarily on a detailed history of the landmark Bakke case. . . . Ball maintains a careful objectivity and evenhanded
approach to his analysis."Choice"A well-researched account of the deliberations of the Supreme Court on affirmative
action and of the briefs received by the Court that attempts to show the repercussions of the Bakke case in higher
education admissions."History of Education"Helps general readers understand this celebrated affirmative action case
and provides valuable insights into the process by which Supreme Court justices decide cases and write
opinions."Mark V. Tushnet, author of Making Civil Rights Law: Thurgood Marshall and the Supreme Court,
19361961From the Back Cover"Helps general readers understand this celebrated affirmative action case and provides
valuable insights into the process by which Supreme Court justices decide cases and write opinions."--Mark V.
Tushnet, author of Making Civil Rights Law: Thurgood Marshall and the Supreme Court, 1936-1961About the
AuthorHoward Ball, aveteran of the civil rights movement, is professor of political science and former dean of arts
and sciences at the University of Vermont. Among his many books are Prosecuting War Crimes and Genocide, also
from Kansas, and A Defiant Life: Thurgood Marshall and the Persistence of Racism in America.



