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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Asthetitle says, thisis ageography. ...By john amccreary srAsthe
title says, thisis a geography. To the reader who is familiar with the time and the history of the place the book is very
helpful in explaining why the settlers went where they went and did there what they did. | would not suggest it asa
reader's first foray into the history of colonial Pennsylvaniabut it certainly isavaluable tool for rounding out one's
understanding.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Great BookBy Suzanne Burtlf you are doing research
on early inhabitants of PA thisisagreat place to start. I'm doing a research paper on the influence of the Scots-Irish in
Y ork County, PA and this book had aLOT of helpful information on everything from politics, farming practices to
church divisions and land use. Obviously thisisn't asit back at the beach and read for fun book, but if you are looking
for historical data on Southeastern PA thisisagreat place to start!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful.
Five StarsBy Dr. ViteazuExcellent!

This book deserves careful attention. . . . Lemon is a professional geographer, but historians will read his book as an
imaginative approach to socia history. . . . He demonstrates that geography, quite as much as demography, child
psychology, or the sociology of the family, can organize and interpret data that has remained intractable to more
conventional methodologies. . . . The Best Poor Mans Country is a distinguished and important book, a fitting addition
to the recent Chesapeake studies of Aubrey Land and the New England efforts of Greven, Lockridge, John Demos,
and Sumner Chilton Powell. John M. Murrin, American Historical Review In many respects early Pennsylvaniawas
the prototype of North American development. Its conservative defense of liberal individualism, its population of
mixed national and religious origins, its dispersed farms, county seats, and farm-service villages, and its mixed crop
and livestock agriculture served as models for much of the rural Middle West. To many western Europeansin the
eighteenth century life in early Pennsylvania offered a veritable paradise and refuge from oppression. Some called it
the best poor mans country in the world. The Best Poor Mans Country was the winner of the Albert J. Beveridge
Award of the American Historical Society.

"This book deserves careful attention... Lemon is a professional geographer, but historians will read his book as an
imaginative approach to social history. The Best Poor Man's Country is a distinguished and important book."
(American Historical )About the AuthorJames T. Lemon is a professor emeritus of geography at the University of
Toronto.



