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Legislation Really Becomes Law: A Case Study of the National Service Bill:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great bookBy LovestoRateThe product arrived earlier than
expected. As stated in the description there was some damage but nothing that took away from reading. | would
recommend this book for anyone who is interested in the policy process2 of 3 people found the following review
helpful. Wake Me When It |s OverBy John G. Hilliardl do not think | have ever taken this much time to read such a
short book. At least it seamed to methat it took along time. It was like walking up a never-ending hill. The only
reason | kept plodding along isthat | was interested in the overall outcome. What | am trying to say isthat the book is
dull. It is also that the subject is a bit on the non-sexy side so coupled with the authors "mathematics textbook" style of
writing, it made alittle book into something close to the Battan death march. Ok, | may be overstating it a bit, after all
| did work my way through the book. The one good thing | can say isthat the first half of the book was far better then
the second half. How the author turned his already dull prose into something that was amost life threatening | will
never know.With all this said there were some parts of the book that gave me some insight on how legislation works
itsway along the process. The part | thought was most interesting is all the groups that stick their handsinto the bill.
People with what appeared to me to have ailmost no or little effects from the bill got involved and tried to get their two
centsin. Plusal the back handed and obstructionist activities made me wonder how anything gets done in
Washington. Overall the book was dull, but did offer atour of what it takes to get a bill passed. There has to be better
books out there on the topic, | just do not know what they are.5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. pretty
goodBy A CustomerSteven Waldman does an excellent job of explaining the substantive issues surrounding the
national service bill and its corollary, student aid reform, and showing how conflicting ideals were reconciled or
submerged. The detail gets a bit tedious in the last chapter, but the book does live up to its subtitle. Johnson Broder's
"The System," about the 1994 health care reform campaign, is alonger but more exciting book along the same lines.

"Skillfully guides us, with an engrossing and provocative tale, through the interplay of Congress and the White House,
policy and palitics. Must reading for students of American government." Gary Orren, Harvard University"Full of
genuinely juicy details, it is certain to replace Eric Redman's studies in the future." Charles Peters, editor in chief, The
Washington Monthy.

From Publishers WeeklyNewsweek correspondent Waldman writes a blow-by-blow account of Clinton's National
Service Bill asit comes before Congress and collides with a cynical Washington political culture and various special
interests. Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.About the AuthorSteven Waldman is cofounder, CEO, and
editor in chief of Beliefnet, the largest faith and spirituality website. Previously, Waldman was the national editor
ofU.S. News World Reportand a national correspondent forNewsweek. Hiswritings have also appeared inThe
Atlantic, The Washington Post, The New Y ork Times, Slate, The Washington Monthly, National ,and elsewhere. He
appears frequently on television and radio to discuss religion and politics. He is the author of Founding FaithandThe
Bill, abook about the creation of AmeriCorps. Waldman livesin New Y ork with his wife, writer Amy Cunningham,
and their children, Joseph and Gordon.



