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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. amazing booBy Bsuper engaging and informative, still fresh and 
valid. a must read for any disciple of comparative law. get it now0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Great introduction to the civil law systemsBy ulisesI read this book long ago, in its first edition, and it has been a 
constant reading in all these years -- I have frequently recommended to others and used it in my own teaching. The 2d 
edition is definitely the best one. It is a pity that the third edition destroyed some valuable parts of the 2d ed. (for 
instance, those in which the author (Merryman) wrote interesting reflections on the socialist legal tradition).The "co-
author" Perez Perdomo is not indeed a true coauthor. The book is basically written by Merryman (Professor at 
Stanford Law School) and all Perez Perdomo did was to erase some valuable passages of the book (in a silly and failed 
attempt to "update" its content) and put his name on the cover.I wish Stanford University Press would go back to the 
2d edition or look for a person who could really do a serious update of the book.3 of 3 people found the following 
review helpful. An great introduction to the civil law systemBy Sol VegaI have a law degree from Spain, a civil law 
country. I am now a law student in the U.S. and this book is awesome in explaining the differences between the 
Common law and Civil law systems.If you want to understand the Civil Law system this is the BEST book out there ! 
It explains the historical background as well as the practical differences in the way that the law is seen and how the 
legal system works in Civil law countries.Having been trained in a Civil Law systmem I was very impressed by how 
the author explains what the Civil law system is.

Designed for the general reader, this is a concise history and analysis of the civil law tradition, which is dominant in 
most of Western Europe, all of Latin America, and many parts of Asia, Africa, and the Middle East. The second 
edition describes changes in civil law procedures sine the book was first published in 1969, and includes a new chapter 
on the future of civil law tradition.

'Professor Merryman's little book is not only readable - a feat in itself - but also insightful and provocative in its 
treatment of the folklore and practice of the civil law ... A lively introduction to civil law thinking with its historical, 
political, and social dimensions.' The American Journal of Comparative LawFrom the Inside FlapDesigned for the 
general reader, this is a concise history and analysis of the civil law tradition, which is dominant in most of Western 
Europe, all of Latin America, and many parts of Asia, Africa, and the Middle East. The second edition describes 
changes in civil law procedures sine the book was first published in 1969, and includes a new chapter on the future of 
civil law tradition. 


