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From Lincoln Institute of Land Policy : The Community Land Trust Reader  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Community Land Trust Reader: 

2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Not what I was looking forBy BelladonnaThis book is a collection 
of articles about the history of Community Land Trusts from a social justice point of view. It did seem somewhat 
biased. There was no discussion of any potential downsides or opposition. I was looking for more practical 
information regarging the benefits and downsides, in addition to helpful ideas for initiating a CLT.0 of 0 people found 
the following review helpful. While it doesn't do a great job addressing the downsides of CLTs that has more ...By 
Ethan OrionThis book provides the most comprehensive overview of CLTs that I know of to date. It addresses the 
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theory, history, practice, and future of CLTs in an informative way, pulling from a variety of authors and forms of 
research over several decades of work. While it doesn't do a great job addressing the downsides of CLTs that has more 
to do with a lack of literature and research addressing the downside of CLTs than the editor's bias bleeding 
through.For anyone interested in a different way to do housing and land stewardship, I highly recommend this book.

The community land trust is an innovative form of tenure that combines common ownership of land with individual 
ownership of any buildings that are located upon that land. It first appeared in the United States forty years ago. An 
outgrowth of the southern Civil Rights Movement, the community land trust (CLT) was conceived originally as a 
mechanism for African-American farmers to gain access to agricultural land. It soon found many other uses, including 
affordable housing and neighborhood revitalization. It soon spread to urban, suburban, and rural communities 
throughout the country. There are now over 200 CLTs in 44 states and the District of Columbia. They are appearing in 
other countries as well, with CLTs being developed in Canada, England, Scotland, and Australia. The Community 
Land Trust Reader brings together for the first time the seminal texts that inspired and defined the CLT. Selections 
trace the intellectual origins of an eclectic model of tenure that was shaped by the social theories of Henry George, 
Ebenezer Howard, Ralph Borsodi, and Arthur Morgan and by social experiments like the Garden Cities of England 
and the Gramdan villages of India. The Reader does not look only to the past, however. Many of its 46 essays and 
excerpts examine contemporary applications of the CLT in promoting homeownership, spurring community 
development, protecting public investment, and capturing land gains for the common good. The Reader also looks 
ahead to challenges and opportunities likely to affect the future development of CLTs, here and abroad.

Forty years ago, the Civil Rights movement in the South gave birth to the community land trust. The nations first CLT, 
New Communities Inc., was created to help African American farmers and their families gain economic independence 
in a turbulent time. CLTs of today are still engaged in making land available for rural homesteads, but many more 
CLTs are now working in cities and suburbs, serving families in need of affordable housing and neighborhoods in 
need of revitalization. Having been a part of New Communities at the beginning, I always hoped for the day when 
CLTs might be implemented nationally. From what I see in The Community Land Trust Reader, it would seem that 
day has finally arrived. --Mtamanika Youngblood, President/CEO Sustainable Neighborhood Development Strategies, 
Inc. 


