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In the United States cases involving the interpretation of laws dealing with international trade are heard by a 
specialized court, the Court of International Trade, and on appeal by a specialized appellate court, the Court of 
Appeals for the Federal Circuit. In a groundbreaking study, Isaac Unah studies these courts to explore the way 
specialized courts work and how they fit into the federal court system. We know little about why specialized courts are 
created and how their role in interpreting law might differ from the role played by the courts of general jurisdiction. 
These courts play an important role in regulating agencies that affect many aspects of our lives, including the Internal 
Revenue Service, the Patent Office, and agencies that administer trade laws. The author considers the way these courts 
relate to the work of the agencies whose cases must always come to these courts. And he offers fresh insights into the 
differences between specialized courts and courts of general jurisdiction.


