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Evans E. P. (Edward Payson) 1831-1917 : The Criminal Prosecution and Capital Punishment of Animals  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Criminal Prosecution and 
Capital Punishment of Animals: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. fascinating historical bookBy yondan20At one point, animals 
(including insects) were so anthropomorphized that they were literally prosecuted, both criminally and civilly. For 
example hogs were prosecuted (sometimes along with their owners, but not always) for killing children. Insects and 
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rodents were sued civilly for damage to crops or stored grain, etc. Needless to say, the animals and insects did not 
testify on their own behalf, but counsel was appointed for them. Lawyers would appreciate some of the procedural 
issues of such cases, such as: how do you make service of process on a swarm of locusts (is service by publication 
sufficient, as you cannot serve "in hand" or by "last usual" a the place of abode? what about the fact they cannot 
read?). Can they move to dismiss for insufficiency of service of process? You could criminally or civilly "arrest" a 
hog, but how many rats did you have to catch to get jurisdiction over the pack? There are some appendices (in Latin, 
for those who can read them). If you can prosecute a witch, then why not prosecute her "familiar" (black cat, etc.)? 
Very interesting reading.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy thomas h.super interesting 
book.4 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Amazing book. But the Kindle version isn't functional.By M. 
SmithThis is one of the most incredible books I've ever read. I own a paperback version but wanted one for the Kindle. 
I was very disappointed to see that the page images are rotated, making it very difficult to read. Huge bummer.

Unlike some other reproductions of classic texts (1) We have not used OCR(Optical Character Recognition), as this 
leads to bad quality books with introduced typos. (2) In books where there are images such as portraits, maps, sketches 
etc We have endeavoured to keep the quality of these images, so they represent accurately the original artefact. 
Although occasionally there may be certain imperfections with these old texts, we feel they deserve to be made 
available for future generations to enjoy.


