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Paul Slack : The English Poor Law, 1531-1782 (New Studies in Economic and Social History)  before purchasing 
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The English Poor Law, 1531-1782 (New 
Studies in Economic and Social History): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Everything you ever wanted to know about The English Poor 
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LawBy Bernie (xyzzy)Reading Adam Smith and the like they use the term English Poor Law like everyone knows 
about it. You have to pick it up mostly by reference.This book hit the nail on the head. It is dense, well structured and 
every other sentence has a further reference for those that want to dive deeper.No pictures or exotic formulas. There 
are a lot of peripheral subjects or offshoots from the main thrust of the book.I did not buy the book for a discussion. 
However it does its own discussing which gives a berrer understanding of the subject.3 of 4 people found the 
following review helpful. Precise, detailed and briefBy Jenny M. RajaPaul Slack is the author of many works 
regarding the socio-economic conditions of early modern England: this is one of his briefer works, yet it is 
wonderfully detailed and insightful. If you're interested in the topic of early modern welfare, historical treatment of the 
poor, and the criminalization of poverty during this time, this is the book for you. It's also a good source if you're a 
student doing research and/or a paper, as this text is very brief: lots of information in a condensed format.0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. Everything you ever wanted to know about The English Poor LawBy Bernie 
(xyzzy)Reading Adam Smith and the like they use the term English Poor Law like everyone knows about it. You have 
to pick it up mostly by reference.This book hit the nail on the head. It is dense, well structured and every other 
sentence has a further reference for those that want to dive deeper.No pictures or exotic formulas. There are a lot of 
peripheral subjects or offshoots from the main thrust of the book.I did not buy the book for a discussion. However it 
does its own discussing which gives a berrer understanding of the subject.

The Poor Law had a profound impact on English society. Designed to reform the poor as much as to relieve poverty, it 
also shaped institutions of government and determined people's expectations and assumptions about social welfare. 
The English Poor Law, 1531-1782 provides a concise synthesis of recent scholarly work together with full references, 
explaining the origins of this unique system of welfare, and showing how it played a central role in English social and 
political development from the Reformation to the Industrial Revolution.

"Paul Slack's The English Poor Law, 1531-1782 is a well-informed and concise survey of recent scholarly research 
about social welfare legislation in early modern England." Elisabeth Cawthon, H-Net s"...this is an excellent book, 
especially for young scholars wishing to research the Old Poor Law. It provides a brief, yet thorough historical 
account, helpful bibliographic tools, and even a checklist of relevant statutes." David McCarter, Sixteenth Century 
JournalFrom the Back Coverthis series provides a concise and authoritative guide to the current interpretations of key 
themes in economic and social history. 


