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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. for alayman like me, to get a good understanding of such ...By S
Zafar |gbal This a contemporary translation of Imam Ash-Shafii's magnum opus, the "Risalah”, which is very well
done.l have, earlier, read Majid Khadduri's translation of the "Risala’, as well, which is more of aclassical version of
it.Based on my experience, | think, for alayman like me, to get a good understanding of such a grand work of Islamic
scholarship of the Classical I1slamic period it would be more helpful to benefit from both translations, to get a more
comprehensive understanding of the text.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. DefinitiveBy Mahul Thisis
the definitive edition and trandlation of this difficult by historically very important text. A tour de force, and
particularly if you compare it to previous translations.

"Lowry has made a new and assertive offering with his translation of conceptual terminology... a significant
achievement."-Journal of Near Eastern Studies' The Epistle on Legal Theory represents one of the earliest complete
works on Islamic law, one that is centrally important for the formation of Islamic legal thought and Islamic legal
tradition.”-1slamic Horizons This is a very accurate and eloquent translation. The translators use of suitable English
terms makes the text easy to read, unburdened by transliterations or overly cumbersome terminology.-Ahmed El
Shamsy,University of ChicagoAbout the AuthorMuhammad ibn Idris a-Shafi'i (d. 204H/820AD) was the eponym of
the Shafi'i school of legal thought, one of the four ritesin Sunni Islam.Joseph E. Lowry is Associate Professor of
Arabic and Islamic Studies at the University of Pennsylvania. His books include Early Islamic Legal Theory: The
Risala of Muhammad ibn Idris al-Shafii. His research and publications focus on the Quran, Islamic law, and Arabic
literature. Before becoming an academic he was an attorney in private practice in Washington, D.C.



