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Martin Nie: The Governance of Western Public Lands: Mapping Its Present and Future before purchasing it in
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised The Governance of Western Public Lands:
Mapping Its Present and Future:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Very good book on how we manage public landsBy Arthur
DigbeeThis is an academic book on public lands management, so its audience will be rather limited. If you're in that
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audience, however, it's a great book. It would also be good for advanced undergraduates studying public lands. | can
easily imagine setting up debates in seminars using this book as a major reference.Nie gives us avery careful,
balanced review of public land governance issues. He gives attention to congressiona (in)action, administrative law,
and national forest plans, focusing on two issues: the Forest Service's roadless rule and management of Tongass
National Forest (Alaska). While some public policy studies believe that a better management process will cure dl ills,
Nie takes the underlying conflicts of values seriously even as he advocates incremental reforms in the policy
process.One of the book's strengths is also one of its weaknesses. Nie doesn't stake out a strong or novel position, and
he doesn't have a strong stake in advocating a particular process. Instead, he wants to make relatively small-scale
changes to many policy stages and types of processes (he does consider more far-reaching reforms aswell). Thisisa
reasonable intellectual position but it tends to weaken the main thread of the book by not having a"big think" idea
awaysin mind.O of 1 people found the following review helpful. yesBy Mara HodgesHad to read it for class, don't
remember much of it.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. A big-picture survey of the history and future
of America's public landsBy Midwest Book ReviewMartin Nie (associate professor of natural resource policy in the
College of Forestry and Conservation, University of Montana) presents The Governance of Western Public Lands:
Mapping Its Present and Future, a big-picture survey of the history and future of America's public lands, with especial
attention paid to the contentious debate concerning how they should be used, and to what extent their wildlife should
be protected. Examining both individual case studies (such asthat of conflict over the forestsin southeast Alaska) and
broader general dilemmas of opposing viewpoints concerning national resource management, The Governance of
Western Public Lands offers a balanced, serious-minded assessment of both present and future needs.
"Experimentation could help ground some of the ideological debates discussed... We could use afew concrete cases to
examine the virtues and drawbacks of trying something different on our public lands. Experimentation might thus give
astrong shot of pragmatism to public land politics by rejecting sweeping generalities and abstract theorizing in favor
of more practical experience and empirical knowledge. Instead of hypotheticals, we could focus our attention on the
outcome of a particular project." Highly recommended.

Issues like clearcutting, wilderness preservation, and economic devel opment have dominated debates over public lands
for years, yet we seem no closer to resolving these matters than we ever were. Martin Nie now looks at why there
continues to be so much conflict about public lands and resource management-and how we can break through these
impasses. Showing that such conflicts have been driven by interrelated factors ranging from scarcity to mistrust and
politics, he charts the present status and future prospects of public lands management in America.Nie looks closely at
two of today's most intractable conflicts: the designation of U.S. Forest Service roadless areas and management of the
Tongass National Forest in Alaska. He uses these cases to investigate more inclusive issues about governing federal
lands in the West, such as the contested use of science and litigation, lengthy planning processes, and controversial
practices of Congress and the president in managing environmental disputes. Along the way, he addresses such other
conflict areas as snowmobilesin Y ellowstone, bear and wolf protection, fire and forest health, drilling in Montana's
Rocky Mountain Front, and federal grazing policy.Nie emphasizes the complicated and often contentious interaction
between the branches of the federal government as a major factor in misunderstandings. He particularly cites the
problem of vague statutory language, which tells our public land agencies little about what they should be doing but
lots about how they should be doing it. Nie reexamines this confusing body of law and policy, in which the rulemaking
process wags the dog and agencies are caught in political quagmires, to show how the pieces fitbut more often

don't. Throughout the book, Nie considers the factors that make some public land conflicts so controversial, revisits
how they have been dealt with in the past, and proposes ways they might be better managed in the future. Eschewing
the single-policy approach to public lands managementsuch as encouraging free marketshe instead surveys adiverse
array of other available options. His big-picture outlook for the twenty-first century isabold call for reshaping
ongoing conflictsand for reinvesting in our public lands.

Nies provocative new book exposes the underbelly of the prevailing legal-political frameworkits strengths and
weaknessesand then offers a constructive vision for reforming the system. The result is a masterful and sure-handed
treatment of contemporary public land policy.Robert B. Keiter, author of Keeping Faith with Nature: Ecosystems,
Demacracy, and Americas Public Lands and Wallace Stegner Professor of Law, University of Utah Should be required
reading for all students of public policy and land management as well as those who depend upon and care for our
public lands.Mike Dombeck, former chief of the U.S. Forest Service and director of the Bureau of Land
ManagementFrom the Back Cover"Ni€e's provocative new book exposes the underbelly of the prevailing legal-political
framework--its strengths and weaknesses--and then offers a constructive vision for reforming the system. The result is
amasterful and sure-handed treatment of contemporary public land policy."--Robert B. Keiter, author of Keeping
Faith with Nature: Ecosystems, Demacracy, and America's Public Lands and Wallace Stegner Professor of Law,
University of Utah "Should be required reading for all students of public policy and land management as well as those
who depend upon and care for our public lands."--Mike Dombeck, former chief of the U.S. Forest Service and director



of the Bureau of Land ManagementAbout the AuthorMartin Nie is an associate professor of natural resource policy in
the College of Forestry and Conservation at the University of Montana and author of Beyond Wolves: The Palitics of
Wolf Recovery and Management.



