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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Remove the fear 1st timers - Buy this book!By Clynthia P.This book 
gives a first time home buyer, like me, a small bite at a time of what to expect from beginning to end. I first picked the 
book up at the library. I knew absolutely nothing about home buying, except that it was a frightening ordeal. I'm more 
confident thanks to this book. I've signed up for a 1st time buyers class so I know I'll be ahead of the class. To the 
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author: GREAT JOB, thank you.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Attorney Has Answers to Home 
Buying QuestionsBy David KinchenBOOK REVIEW: You've Got Home Buying Questions? Illinois Attorney Has the 
Answers in 'The Home Buyer's Answer Book'Reviewed By David M. KinchenA well informed consumer buying a car 
or truck will read Consumer Reports to check out the best vehicle for the money. Most people wouldn't buy a vacuum 
cleaner or coffee maker without a similar investigation.But millions of people make the biggest purchase of their 
lifetimes -- buying a house -- without adequate information. It's more than a pity -- it's a crime, considering the large 
number of useful real estate books on the market."The Home Buyer's Answer Book" by Diana Brodman Summers 
(Sphinx Publishing, an imprint of Sourcebooks, 288 pages, $16.95) will provide all the information any home buyer 
needs in a logical, readable format, with the jargon of real estate translated into very readable English.In my four 
decades of covering real estate, I've read and reviewed many books on buying and selling real estate, but this book is 
the most up-to-date and comprehensive one I've come across in a long time. Indexed, with a glossary of real estate 
terms, the quality paperback takes the inquiring reader through the entire process of buying a house. Summers, an 
attorney and member of the Illinois bar, also provides useful information about selling a house -- an important subject 
since most people have to sell their existing house to buy another one.Summers is a woman of strong opinions, 
inveighing against the process of staging, making a house look better than it is with fancy furniture, drapes -- and 
even, horrors, on the West Coast -- actors playing homeowners. Good for her! Most home buyers like to see a house 
without furniture in it, so they can visualize how their own will lookin the new place.She also states -- correctly -- that 
the run-up in home prices in the early part of this new century was a bubble that increased far faster than stagnant or 
even declining salaries. This is a sound Midwestern approach to reality that I, as a fellow Midwesterner, heartily 
approve of.The question and answer format of the book, plus its comprehensive index, makes this book easy to use. 
There's enough stress in buying -- and selling -- a home without wading through real estate jargon.Topics covered 
include real estate law and taxes, appraisals and home inspections, working with real estate professionals, dealing with 
owners selling without an agent, hiring an attorney specializing in real estate (something more important than most 
people think), foreclosures and flipping, improving your credit rating, avoiding predatory lenders and even building a 
house."The Home Buyer's Answer Book" is available on or at most well stocked book stores. Publisher's web site: 
[...]0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Covers everything you need to know about buying a houseBy 
JeriWith the housing market tanking, if you do buy a home, you want to make sure you do it properly--so here's a book 
by an attorney that will answer all your questions.I thought one of the most valuable sections was about how to learn if 
there is anything seriously wrong with a home you are interested in. "I cannot stress this enough--the offer you made 
on the house should have a contingency clause that will cancel the deal if the house does not pass a complete home 
inspection" (p 166).Since the author is a lawyer, there is plenty of good, clear advice on how to make an offer and 
what to put into the contract. However, she also gives a very thorough explanation of mortgages, how to obtain one, 
unusual sources of money, and such things as how to make certain that there are no problems at closing.Very useful.

Buying a home can be stressful and overwhelming, especially if you do not know the ins and outs of real estate. This 
book provides easy-to-understand answers to some of the most common questions that home buyers have.Topics 
discussed include:--Finding property--Figuring out how much a house in worth--Preparing an offer--Financing --Laws 
that apply to real estate--Tax issuesThe Home Buyer's Answer Book is a quick, authoritative reference for consumers 
who want immediate answers to their most pressing home-buying questions.
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