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Over the last century, international law, once reserved for arcane matters of diplomacy and trade, has come to 
encompass a broad range of human experience and activity. In the wake of major historical developments, the nations 
of the world have created a new set of legal institutions designed to resolve disputes between global actors, to settle 
conflicts that might otherwise play out on the battlefield, and to offer the promise of justice to those who cannot find it 
within their own countries. The success of these institutions rests ultimately on the shoulders of just over 200 men and 
women who serve in a role unheard of less than a hundred years ago: the international judge.In the United States, the 
work of international judges is poorly understood, and the institutions that they serve have been frequent targets of 
misinformed criticism. This volume corrects some of the common American misperceptions about international 
judges, while providing a balanced introduction to both the strengths and shortcomings of their work. As they rule on 
crucial issues of war and peace, human rights, and trade, in addition to high-profile criminal trials, international judges 
are playing a critical role in developments that will affect world affairs and law and society in the United States -- for 
years to come. Based on interviews with over 30 international judges, this volume is the first comprehensive portrait of 
the men and women in this new global profession. It begins with an overview of international courts and a profile of 
international judges as a group. The working environment of international judges is closely examined in courts around 
the world, highlighting the challenge of carrying out work in multiple languages, in the context of intricate 
bureaucratic hierarchies, and with a necessary interdependence between judges and their courts administration. 
Arguing that international judges have to balance their responsibilities as interpreters of the law and as global 
professionals, the authors discuss the challenges of working in the fluid circumstances of international courts. Profiles 
of five individual judges provide insight into the experience and dilemmas of the men and women on the international 
bench.

"This remarkable book goes into great detail about the functioning of international courts as well as the election and 
behaviour of judges. For the first time in a systematic way, it reveals many actual problems of the international 
judiciary." Chinese Journal of International Law 


