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James Mellon : The Judge: A Life of Thomas Mellon, Founder of a Fortune  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Judge: A Life of Thomas Mellon, Founder of a Fortune: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Very InterestingBy Robert L. MellonVery interesting and 
informative.James Mellon has done a wonderful job of capturing many of the details that the "Life and Times of 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0300167148


Thomas Mellon" didn't include due to the fact that the Judge went on to live for another 22 years after the Judge had 
written it.As a bonus the reader gets a look into how things were during this fascinating period of time in the history of 
our nation.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy CustomerBest book I have read. Great 
history of the Mellon's, business, family and Pittsburg.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Beautiful 
book, rich with history...love itBy D. KogelThis is a very elegant biography of Judge Mellon by a family member. I, 
too, am a family member, but think it is not a prerequisite to enjoying this book. It's good for Scotch-Irish who want to 
understand their heritage and what they brought to this country. Unfortunately, writing is not my forte although it is 
for many members of the Mellon Family and it is hard for me to do this book justice with my review. I do want to let 
Mr. Mellon know how much I appreciate his work.

Lawyer, judge, banker, classics professor, and councilman, Thomas Mellon greatly influenced the fortunes of his 
hometown, Pittsburgh, throughout the nineteenth century. In the process, he became one of the city's most important 
business leaders, and he laid the foundation for a family that would contribute considerably to the city's growth and 
welfare for much of the next hundred years, becoming one of the world's most recognizable names in industry, 
innovation, and philanthropy. Through his in-depth examination of the extensive Mellon family archives, in The Judge 
James Mellona direct descendent of Thomas Mellonhas fashioned an incisive portrait of the elder Mellon that presents 
the man in full. Offering a singular and insightful characterization of the Scotch-Irish value system that governed the 
patriarch's work and life, James Mellon captures the judge's complexities and contradictions, revealing him as a truly 
human figure. Among the recent biographies of Pittsburgh's famous businessmen, The Judge stands apart from the 
pack because of the author's unique perspective and his objective and scholarly approach to his subject.

"A remarkably objective portrait . . . A truly American generational saga, one with profound implications not only for 
one man's family, but for the entire country as well. Specialists and students of American history will benefit 
enormously from this splendidly written and researched work. Highly recommended."Richard Drezen, Library Journal 


