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From Fordham University Press : The Judges of the New York Court of Appeals: A Biographical History 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Judges of the New 
York Court of Appeals: A Biographical History: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Informative and fascinatingBy L. HarrisonFor those of us who 
practice law, this book provides a wonderful insight into the history of the Court of Appeals and the Judges who 
shaped New York's common law.

New Yorks Court of Appeals is the highest court in the state, created in 1847 to articulate statewide principles of law 
in the context of deciding particular lawsuits. Focusing on broad issues of law rather than individual disputes, the 
Court now consists of seven judgesone chief judge and six associate judgesappointed by the governor to terms of 
fourteen years.Since its creation, the Court of Appeals has often been at the forefront of shaping American law; its 
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judges have been among the nations most influential jurists. And now, this important reference work finally provides a 
comprehensive, authoritative guide to one hundred and sixty years of this important legal legacy.Featuring original 
biographies of 106 chief and associate judges, this unique resource takes the real measure of the Courts history. The 
entries range in length from concise portraits to extended discussions of such leading figures at Benjamin Cardozo and 
Irving Lehman, from its first term under Chief Judge Freeborn G. Jewitt to the current term under Chief Judge Judith 
S. Kaye. Designed for lawyers, judges, scholars, and students of the courts and history, these valuable biographies are 
filled with essential facts, expert analysis, and illuminating interpretation. Each entry features a full personal and 
professional biography, and concise coverage of landmark cases, key opinions, and a detailed context for 
understanding the legacy of each jurist. In addition, the book features biographies of other important Court figures, 
hundreds of illustrations, full case citations, bibliographies, and listings of judges progeny.This first book of its kind 
fills a major gap in the literature and will be an essential resource not only for the New York legal community but also 
for scholars, students, and practitioners of the law around the country.

This biographical history puts a human face on the courthouse in Albany and provides a polished model for courts in 
other states to follow. (Whitney S. Bagnall Law and History )This illuminating book is for everyone with even the 
slightest interest in one of the great courts in the country. (Andrew J. Kaufman Harvard Law School)The Judges of the 
New York Court of Appeals is the indispensable encyclopedia of one of the great courts in American history. The lives 
of the court's judges and the stories of their contributions to American law make great reading. I expect to refer to this 
volumeand to recommend it to students and colleaguesfor years to come. (John Fabian Witt Columbia University Law 
School)Judge Rosenblatt's The Judges of the New York Court of Appeals is a superb work of legal history and a 
fascinating sudy of the law. It presents illuminating biographies of the men and women who have done so much to 
shape the law of New York and of the nation, and is a pleasure to read. (William M. Treanor Dean, Fordham Law 
School)About the AuthorALBERT M. ROSENBLATT was appointed Associate Judge of the Court of Appeals in 
1998. He has served as a New York district attorney, Supreme Court justice, and New York States Chief 
Administrative Judge. A prolific author, he is President of The Historical Society of the Courts of the State of New 
York. 


