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NightscribeYes Clarence Thomas is a very originalist Supreme Court Justiceindeed! I haven't heard justice Thomas 
speak much, but hisopinion writing is great, with both feet planted on the centerof a rock solid US Constitution.This 
book is right on track, and we should thank the authorof "Keeper of the Flame" for producing this much needed 
bookwhich happens to be an effective `rebuttal' of the prejudiceand UGLY confirmation hearings that Clarence 
Thomas wassubjected to..The mind of Clarence Thomas is very well sharpened..A strong intellect such as he possesses 
garners facts..just the facts..then it digests, develops and communicatesvery consistent rulings as he has done 
throughout his tenureas a modern era Supreme Court Justice.Justice Thomas' Jurisprudential history the author has 
shownclearly in this book to inform us in this most succinct andpowerful way. This book is indeed quite 
fascinating.The author is very qualified to write on Supreme Court'sdegree of departure from the required 
conformance to theUS Constitution, and Clarence Thomas' tendency to defendthe Original Intent of the Constitution in 
his opinions,dissents and rulings. The Author is a long time professorof constitutional law, and has argued on the 
appellate level,including some cases argued before the US Supreme Court!In my view, no one reading this book 
through should ever failto gain a feeling of profound respect and appreciation forClarence Thomas' jurisprudence, 
driven in the center laneof "Constitutional Originism' -- he does his utmost to defendthe US Constitution he knows 
profoundly, from being trampledupon by efforts of other justices..even judges from lowercourts, to "make laws" from 
the bench by judicial wordsmithing.Again, Great book!! Talk about food for legal thought!!!0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. For the FansBy Wayne LucasFans of Justice Thomas will find much to cheer and swoon 
over in this synopsis of his many constitutional law opinions (majority, concurring, and dissenting alike). Others, 
however, will find a disjointed collection of poorly edited outtakes clumsily presented in a linear fashion that seems to 
skip from one constitutional provision to another. Rather than paint the reticent justice's approach to the law with 
strokes outlining his primary tenets, Holzer paints by numbers, beginning with Article 1 and working his way through 
the Bill of Rights.I found this approach to be generally painful, and longed for a concise, expository presentation of 
Justice Thomas's jurisprudence, beginning with introductions to his originalist principles and followed by illustrative 
case examples. Instead, I received a torrent of not always helpful case examples, with principles occasionally peaking 
through.18 of 23 people found the following review helpful. Essential Supreme Court AnalysisBy Ted 
BartelstoneProfessor Holzer has cleared away the cloud surrounding the jurisprudence of Clarence Thomas. In the 
ongoing debate between those who adhere to the idea of a "living constitution" and those who seek original meaning 
and intent, "The Keeper of the Flame" is essential reading for anyone who wants a better understanding of each 
viewpoint. This book also shines a bright light on the Justice who might be called the stepchild of "conservative" 
Supreme Court Justices. Preconceived notions and popular public images of Clarence Thomas are swept away with 
powerful and very readable text supported, always, by the only real authority on Justice Thomas' judicial philosophy, 
his own words.We learn that Justice Thomas' opinions are well thought out and often eloquent. For anyone who has 
read, or even read of, Supreme Court opinions over the years, it is evident that the Court as a whole has often struggled 
and equivocated over the principles it applies. But, not Clarence Thomas. Whether you agree or disagree with his 
judicial philosphy, once you read this book you will never think of Justice Thomas in the same way he has often been 
portrayed.Professor Holzer does a masterful job of placing Clarence Thomas in his proper place and, as an added 
bonus, Holzer gives us a concise and easy to read synposis of the important constitutional issues the Supreme Court 
has faced over the years.

The Keeper of the Flame is an examination and analysis of Justice Clarence Thomas's majority, concurring, and 
dissenting opinions, showing extensively, in his own words, what he understands to be the appropriate role of a 
Supreme Court justice.


