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Matthew Collins : The Law of Defamation and the Internet  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised The Law of Defamation and the Internet: 

The Internet has revolutionized the way in which we communicate. It is, at the same time, both a bastion of free 
speech and a medium of potentially limitless defamation. The first edition of The Law of Defamation and the Internet 
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quickly became the standard text for media and information technology practitioners and students seeking to 
understand this novel and growing area of the law. It attracted wide praise in England, the United States and Australia 
for its clarity and practical approach. The second edition will build on the strengths of the first. As well as 
comprehensively updating the law, the coverage of European and American law is substantially expanded, as is the 
coverage of "hot" topics such as liability for linking and framing, and jurisdiction over foreign publications.

` from previous edition An essential text for both defamation law and IT law practitioners.'CTLR: The Journal of E-
Commerce, Technology and Communications`A new, important and pioneering work on the law of defamation.'Lord 
Bingham of Cornhill`...pioneering study ...as thorough as it is comprehensive... Practitioners - and anyone else 
connected with the Internet, for that matter - will find this book very helpful indeed.'The Commonwealth Lawyer: 
Journal of the Commonwealth Lawyers' Association, Vol. 11, No. 1, April 2002`An academic review, a students' 
textbook and a practitioners' handbook all in one ... a long overdue authoritative book which is the first of its kind 
devoted entirely to the subject of internet defamation from the perspective of English law.'Legal Week`No marksman 
aiming at a moving target had a more tricky task than Dr Collins in writing his pioneering book on this important 
subject... Dr Collins' methods seem admirable, and his comprehensive treatment of the subject is commended.'Media 
Lawyer, 1 March 2002`A timely effort to identify and examine key legal issues concerning defamation via the Internet 
from an international and comparative perspective ... a unique addition to the sorely needed literature on international 
and comparative law of defamation. Collins' examination of several Internetlibel cases is insightful and up-to-date ... 
should be most useful to those interested in comparative Internet libel law in the United Kingdom, Australia, and the 
United States. ...cutting-edge issues are explored in a creative way.'Journalism and Mass Communication 
Quarterly`The author's style is admirably clear and tight. His approach is systematic. This is a practitioner's book, to 
which students will necessarily refer.' Australian, 3 April 2002`A definitive and authoritative text on the law relation 
to defamatory remarks made on the Internet ... extremely accessible to both experienced pratitioners or undergraduate 
students ... an excellent text and certainly one that no IT/IP practitioner or student reference library should 
bewithout!'Student Law Journal`Matthew Collins, a barrister in Owen Dixon Chambers, Melbourne (Australia), has 
however done a remarkable job in making his subject matter both accessible and interesting.'IPKatAbout the AuthorDr 
Matthew Collins is a barrister based in Melbourne, Australia who practices in the fields of media, information 
technology and commercial law. He holds a PhD from Melbourne University. Dr Collins regularly presents lectures 
and seminars to postgraduate students and lawyers in Australia andabroad. As well as contributing regularly to 
Australian and international law journals, Dr Collins frequently comments upon issues concerning both defamation 
law generally and the application of laws in cyberspace for the electronic and print media. 


