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John B. Wefing : The Life and Times of Richard J. Hughes: The Politics of Civility  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Life and Times of Richard J. Hughes: The 
Politics of Civility: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Interesting, informative and well-writtenBy JoanI thoroughly 
enjoyed this biography of New Jersey Governor Richard Hughes. The author painted a vivid word picture of a great 
public servant who made a lasting impact on the state he loved and who also made significant contributions nationally. 
After reading this book I feel like I know Richard Hughes. And I like him.3 of 3 people found the following review 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0813546419


helpful. Fantastic!By Helen H. PattersonThis book clearly describes the life of one of New Jersey's greatest assets. 
John Wefing has done a remarkable job. Anyone interested in public service, social justice and law should read this 
book. A masterpiece!3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Remarkable PortrayalBy James R. 
ZazzaliProfessor Wefing has disproven Mark Twain's dictum "that biographies are but the clothes and buttons of the 
man." Wefing also gives us the heart and head in this remarkable portrayal of Richard Hughes, one of the great 
governors of our State -- and our nation. In so doing, he provides us with a bonus -- his history of New Jersey in those 
turbulent times is must reading for any student of the Garden State.James R. Zazzali

The Life and Times of Richard J. Hughes explores the influential public service of this two-term New Jersey governor. 
He was the only person in New Jersey history to serve as both governor and chief justice of the New Jersey Supreme 
Court.This biography illuminates the governor's accomplishments between 1962 and 1970, including the creation of 
the Hackensack Meadowlands Commission, formation of the county college system, establishment of stringent 
antipollution laws, design of the public defender system, and the adoption of a New Jersey sales tax, as well as his 
pivotal role during the Newark riots. As chief justice, Hughes faced difficult issuesschool funding, low and moderate 
income housing needs, freedom of speech, and his decision in the rightto-die case involving Karen Ann Quinlan. With 
a career characterized by liberal activism, Hughes also contributed nationally and internationally, from serving as host 
of the 1964 Democratic National Convention to monitoring elections in South Vietnam.John B. Wefing's research 
includes interviews with prominent politicians and leaders who worked with Hughes at various points in his career. 
The result is a rich story of a public servant who possessed a true ability to work with members of both political parties 
and played a significant role in shaping modern New Jersey.

"This is a must for those interested in New Jersey. It is not just about Hughes, but also about New Jersey politics and 
society in a very important period." - Robert Williams, Distinguished Professor of Law, Rutgers University School of 
Law, Camden"From the Inside Flap"The Life and Times of Richard J. Hughes" explores the influential public service 
of this two-term New Jersey governor, the only person in New Jersey history to serve as both governor and chief 
justice of the New Jersey Supreme Court. John B. Wefing's research includes interviews with prominent politicians 
and leaders who worked with Hughes at various points in his career. The result is a rich story of a public servant who 
possessed a true ability to work with members of both political parties and played a significant role in shaping modern 
New Jersey.About the AuthorJOHN B. WEFING is a professor of law at Seton Hall University School of Law and has 
specialized in New Jersey constitutional law. 


