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the European Union: 

State authority and power have become diffused in an increasingly globalized world characterized by the freer trans-
border movement of people, objects and ideas. As a result, some international law scholars believe that a new world 
order is emerging based on a complex web of transnational networks. Such a transnational legal order requires 
sufficient dialogue between national courts. This 2010 book explores the prospects for such an order in the context of 
refugee law in Europe, focusing on the use of foreign law in refugee cases. Judicial practice is critically analysed in 
nine EU member states, with case studies revealing a mix of rational and cultural factors that lead judges to rarely use 
each others' decisions within the EU. Conclusions are drawn for the prospects of a Common European Asylum System 
and for international refugee law.

"... this book will contribute significantly towards raising awareness of the concept of transnational legal dialogue, 
which, to quote [A. M.] Slaughter ... 'creates an incentive for both lender and borrower be'." Brd N Ghrinne, Leiden 
Journal of International LawAbout the AuthorGuy S. Goodwin-Gill is Professor of International Refugee Law at the 
University of Oxford, Senior Research Fellow at All Souls College, and a Barrister at Blackstone Chambers, London. 
Helene Lambert is Reader in Law at the University of Westminster. She has written extensively on asylum, refugees 
and human rights, and acted as a consultant for the Council of Europe, and the Governments of Moldova, Ukraine and 
Serbia-Montenegro. 


