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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Lion and the 
Throne: The Life and Times of Sir Edward Coke : 1552-1634: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. The Monarchy's John MarshallBy Joseph H. StansA capturing 
historical work that reads like a novel. The subject is Sir Eduard Coke within a picture of the political, intellectual and 
religious times is woven into the a narrative. As Chief Justice on England during the heart of the enlightenment his 
decisions shaped the thinking of our Revolutionary forefathers and2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. 
Excellent and readable biography of a towering legal giantBy SchmergulsThis is a carefully researched biography, and 
tells well the important story of a giant in legal history. In the closing years of Queen Elizabeth I's reign and the 
opening years of James I's reign Coke was a prosecutor, handling the trials of Essex, Raleigh, and the Gunpowder 
plotters. Then he became a judge and his most important work was performed as he became a vigorous opponent of 
arbitrary royal power, deciding such legal milestones as Bonham's Case (which laid the foundation for judicial 
review). He was an opponent of Sir Francis Bacon, and while he was ousted by Bacon he lived to see Bacon fall--a fall 
Bacon eminently deserved. The book is a lot more interesting than you might expect, though it does help to know 
some law.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. There is no other book quite like this. It is the best 
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introduction I know ...By Vince RabilThere is no other book quite like this. It is the best introduction I know of to 
English law and politics. The dramatic narrative of events that resonate with us today such as the trial of Sir Walter 
Raleigh for treason and the role of Common Law courts in England and thus America is essential reading for attorneys 
at the trial and appellate levels. Bowen's prose is pithy, crisp, and clear. She strikes a perfect balance between personal 
anecdote and historical events. A classic.

Sir Edward Coke was perhaps the pre-eminent jurist during the reigns of Queen Elizabeth and King James of England. 
He was the prime author of the Petition of Right, so this biography is simultaneously the story of the roots of our form 
of free government. But the man who rose to be the Chief Justice of England was eventually dismissed from the bench 
in disgrace.


