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Herbert Mitgang : The Man Who Rodethe Tiger: The Lifeand Times of Judge Samuel Seabury before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Man Who Rode the Tiger:
The Life and Times of Judge Samuel Seabury:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Good But Laudatory Look at Key Political FigureBy Kevin M.


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0823217221

DerbyJudge Samuel Seabury is one of those prominent 20th century Americans whose fame quickly collapsed even if
their influence should not be understated. A progressive whose influences ranged from Henry George to William
Jennings Bryan, Seabury was a longtime New Y ork attorney and jurist who made forays into politics including his
unsuccessful gubernatorial bid in 1916. Named by FDR, whose presidential prospects were starting to bloom, to
investigate Tammany Hall, Seabury went after that organization, including leading efforts to remove New Y ork Mayor
Jmmy Walker. While he might have had other political ambitions, one his investigation was over, Seabury faded from
prominence.Herbert Mitganag tells this colorful story in The Man Who Rode the Tiger fairly well and there are
enough personal details to get behind Seaburys serious, patrician facade. Mitgang is an engaging writer but hes clearly
on Seaburys side almost every step of the way and the book does veer into hagiography on occasion. Mitgang can also
overstate his subjects appeal on the national stage including his presidential chances. Still, thisis not a bad book by
any means and successfully captures an important period in New Y ork history and a key moment for political reform.0
of 0 people found the following review helpful. Good But Laudatory Look at Key Political FigureBy Kevin M.
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Jimmy Walker. While he might have had other political ambitions, one hisinvestigation was over, Seabury faded from
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enough personal details to get behind Seaburys serious, patrician facade. Mitgang is an engaging writer but hes clearly
on Seaburys side aimost every step of the way and the book does veer into hagiography on occasion. Mitgang can also
overstate his subjects appea on the national stage including his presidential chances. Still, thisis not a bad book by
any means and successfully captures an important period in New Y ork history and a key moment for political reform.

The Man Who Rode the Tiger is the dramatic story of the biggest investigation of political corruption in American
municipal history.

Excellent . . . afirst-rate object lesson of the fight for a decent government in New Y ork. (American Heritage) The
story of his crusade is fascinating. (The New Y ork Times)From the Back CoverThe Man Who Rode the Tiger isthe
dramatic story of the biggest investigation of political corruption in American municipal history. The " Seabury
Investigation" became amodel for federal, state, and city investigations of major officeholders and minor rascals.
Samuel Seabury was a patrician New Y orker who was called upon to ride the Tammany Tiger, longtime symbol of
crooked politics and influence-peddling. Seabury and his staff of tough young lawyers toppled Mayor Jimmy Walker -
the popular Beau James; struck a near-death blow to Tammany Hall; were directly responsible for selecting and
electing Fiorello H. LaGuardia as the most popular Mayor in New Y ork history; and helped Governor Franklin D.
Roosevelt in his campaign for the presidency of the United States. The final confrontation between Judge Seabury and
Jmmy Walker was before Governor Roosevelt in Albany. FDR surprised those who thought he was a lightweight -
and Tammany instrument - by handling himself beautifully, disengaging himself from Tammany's grip, and gaining
national attention.About the AuthorHerbert Mitgang is an author, playwright, journalist, and teacher. He is author or
editor of 15 booksin the fields of history, law, literature, reportage and fiction for which he has received wide
recognition and numerous awards.



