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Joseph F. Kelly PhD : The Origins of Christmas  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised The Origins of Christmas: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. In depth but worth it.By MtnugletGreat in depth review of the first 
500 years of the church and the traditions around the beginning of Christmas. This book is more academic than say 
Christmas: A Candid History, but if you enjoy the more detailed history and theological discussions, you will greatly 
enjoy this. Great read for those serious about their research.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0814648606


informative and fun book with only two criticismsBy david freemanA informative and fun book with only two 
criticisms:1. The book rambles. It is a bit too wordy.2. On page 41 the author states that Luke and Matthew agreed that 
Jesus was born during Herod the Great's time; however; this is problematic. According to Luke, Jesus was born during 
the rule of Quirinius, which began sometime between 6 or 7 a.d. There is, at least, a 10 year discrepancy that the 
author did not address. For more information see: [...] or [...]0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A very 
merry readBy J. ShereshewskyShort and sweet this little book takes us on a fascinating tour of theology, Christology 
and the not very trip from the small churches of the second and third century to a rousing conclusion takes into the 
very present time. A perfect read for anyone who ponders with wonder the syncretic nature of this special holiday. 
Bravo!

When was Christmas first celebrated? How did December 25 become the date for the feast? How did the Bibles magi 
from the East become three kings named Melchior, Caspar, and Balthasar who rode camels from three different 
continents to worship the newborn Christ? How did the Feast of the Nativity generate an entire liturgical season from 
Advent to Candlemas? Why did medieval and Renaissance artists portray Joseph as an old man? When did the first 
Christmas music appear? And who was the real Saint Nicholas? These and many other questions are answered in this 
revised and expanded edition of The Origins of Christmas. The story of the origins of Christmas is not well known, but 
it is a fascinating tale. It begins when the first Christians had little interest in Christs Nativity, and it finishes when 
Christmas had become an integral part of Christian life and Western culture. The Origins of Christmas covers a variety 
of topics in a concise and accessible style, and is suitable for group discussions.

This brief well-researched book is recommended not only for academic readers but also appeals to the general 
public.Theological Studies 


