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Gary Delsohn : The Prosecutors: A Year intheLifeof aDistrict Attorney's Office before purchasing it in order
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised The Prosecutors. A Year in the Life of aDistrict
Attorney's Office:

2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Great Look into workings of legal systemBYy LovesStories!'m only
halfway in to this new book, surprised no other reviews out there yet since | know alot of folks in Sacramento area


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1593160100

have been reading it. Sacramento District Attorney gave author Gary Delsohn incredible access for his year long
project. Working with the lawyers and detectives is shown to be just about like any other workplace - there are
arrogant, passionate and sometimes dimwitted people working in every type of job in our lives. Just because someone
isadoctor or lawyer isn't reason to assume they can tell the difference between night and day, or at least agree onit! A
great read - my wife wants me to hurry up and finish so she can read it.0 of O people found the following review
helpful. Five StarsBy Angela A. BelloJdust as described7 of 8 people found the following review helpful. The
ProsecutorsBy Shirley A. DayAn absolutely outstanding writer! Thisis abook you can't put down, but don't want to
finish reading because you don't want the pleasure to end. The writer captures your interest from the very beginning
and weaves his story through multiple cases, which are al in the legal process at the same time, but he does not lose
the reader. His descriptions of tragic cases never reek of sensationalism, nor are they gory, yet the writer's style gets
the message of mayhem across and exudes concern for victims' families without being schmaltzy. Thisisan incredible
insider's view of al the playersinlocal Sacramento law. What an eye opener. A peepers delight. What an incredible
year of investigation this man lived! What a flawless re-creation of those experiences! From time to time the reader
has to remind themself that thisis not fiction, thisisreality, this occurred. What he writesis historical. Facts.While
thisishisfirst effort, this book leaves the reader yearning for his next novel. Please don't make us wait too long.

Reveals the inner workings of America's overburdened criminal justice system through the eyes of homicide
investigator John O'Mara and district attorney Jan Scully, asthey deal with legal dramas and controversies over the
course of ayear.

From Publishers Weeklyln 2001, Sacramento Bee reporter Delsohn spent ayear trailing after assistant district
attorneys as they prosecuted some of the 13,000 felonies that occur in that city in any given year. The concept isnot a
new one: Baltimore Sun reporter David Simon did the same thing 15 years ago with great success in Homicide, which
chronicled ayear's worth of murder investigationsin Baltimore. New concept or not, Delsohn does a deft job of
highlighting the complexities of the cases that he encounters. As Delsohn sees it, "For all the talk prosecutors like to
engage in about how their number-one priority isto seek justice, not just win trials, it's numbers-trials completed, trials
won, and trials lost-that mean everything." Despite this somewhat jaded view, the half-dozen cases that Delsohn tracks
during the year belie this sentiment. While the verdicts are sometimes imperfect, the overall lesson of the book is that
justiceis, in the end, usually done. The murder cases include a bakery robbery gone sour, a doctor who throws his
young daughter to her death, a drugged wacko who videotapes himself hanging his girlfriend and a Ukrainian
immigrant who murders his family. Like episodes from Law and Order, each of these casesillustrates how the tactical
decisions of amurder trial play out against the backdrop of very real defendants and victims. While this volume would
have been served better by lesslawyer banter and atighter focus, the perennial struggle between the DAs and defense
attorneys will appeal to those junkies who can't get enough of bloody crimes and courtroom drama. Copyright 2003
Reed Business Information, Inc. ...the overall lesson isthat justiceis, in the end, usually done. -- Publishers
WeeklyAbout the AuthorGary Delsohn is a senior writer for " The Sacramento Bee," A recipient of the Alicia
Patterson Foundation Fellowship, heis apast Knight Fellow at Stanford University. His work has been featured in
Salon.com, the "Denver Post," and the "Denver Rocky Mountain News," Thisis hisfirst book.



