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L. Susan Work : The Seminole Nation of Oklahoma: A Legal History (American Indian Law and Policy Series) 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Seminole Nation 
of Oklahoma: A Legal History (American Indian Law and Policy Series): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. An incredible account of the Seminole Nation of Oklahoma: A 
people of courage, hope, and perseveranceBy JohnThe Seminole Nation: A Legal History is well-structured, easy to 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0806140895


read, and paints an incredible narrative of the Seminole nation as a people of courage, hope, and perseverance. It 
provides the reader with brilliant insight into the legal issues that have strained the relationship between tribes and the 
United States government, and accounts how the Seminole Nation navigated and defeated many of the obstacles that 
came in between its pathway to success. While this book is a must-have for any serious Native American legal scholar, 
it is equally powerful as a primer for anyone who is interested in learning more about the Seminole Nation, Federal 
Indian Policy, or for Native American culture in general.

When it adopted a new constitution in 1969, the Seminole Nation was the first of the Five Tribes in Oklahoma to 
formally reorganize its government. In the face of an American legal system that sought either to destroy its 
nationhood or to impede its self-government, the Seminole Nation tenaciously retained its internal autonomy, cultural 
vitality, and economic subsistence. Here, L. Susan Work draws on her experience as a tribal attorney to present the 
first legal history of the twentieth-century Seminole Nation.Work traces the Seminoles story from their removal to 
Indian Territory from Florida in the late nineteenth century to the new challenges of the twenty-first century. She also 
places the history of the Seminole Nation within the context of general Indian law and policy, thereby revealing 
common threads in the legal struggles and achievements of the Five Tribes, including their evolving relationships with 
both federal and state governments.As Work amply demonstrates, the history of the Seminole Nation is one of survival 
and rebirth. It is a dramatic story of an Indian nation overcoming formidable obstacles to move forward into the 
twenty-first century as a thriving sovereign nation.

About the AuthorL. Susan Work, a member of the Choctaw Nation, is an Oklahoma attorney who practices tribal and 
federal Indian law. 


