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Albie Sachs : The Soft Vengeance of a Freedom Fighter  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised The Soft Vengeance of a Freedom Fighter: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. An Amazing Book by and about an Amazing PersonBy BichaelThis 
is an amazing book by and about an amazing person. Albie Sachs shows the philosophical outlook that made the Truth 
and Reconciliation process work in South Africa in the course of telling a story about his being blown up by a car 
bomb planted by the Apartheid regime in South Africa and his recovery process. He is a fabulous story teller, never 
sensationalizing a most-sensational story. And he weaves history, politics, and his on personal story in a manner that 
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kept me turning pages (well, the digital equivalent of that anyway) from start to finish. People like Sachs (and the late 
Nelson Mandela) helped South Africa transition from a racist and repressive regime to a non-racial democracy without 
the bloodbath that many people predicted.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Julian 
DavidExcelent to read as a colombian citizen that whants peace!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Must Read!By JudyIf you haven't read this book, yet, then you should! Albie is an extraordinary writer, weaving his 
intensely personal reflections in to the story of how South Africans gained their freedom.

On April 7, 1988, Albie Sachs, an activist South African lawyer and a leading member of the ANC, was car-bombed 
in Maputo, the capital of Mozambique, by agents of South Africas security forces. His right arm was blown off, and he 
lost sight in one eye. This intimate and moving account of his recovery traces the gradual recuperation of his broken 
body and his triumphant reentry into the world, where his dream of soft vengeance was realized with the achievement 
of democracy in South Africa. This book captures the spirit of a remarkable man: his enormous optimism, his 
commitment to social justice, and his joyous wonder at the life that surrounds him. A new preface and epilogue reflect 
on the making of Abby Ginzbergs documentary film titled Soft Vengeance: Albie Sachs and the New South Africa. 
(For information about the film, see www.softvengeancefilm.org.)

"Sachs has written a highly personal and sensually explicit odyssey concerning his own damaged body at the same 
time as writing a book imbued with apparently undaunted idealism concerning his damaged mother-country South 
Africa." -- Times Educational Supplement"This is an extraordinary book: courageous, horrifying, sad, and funny. . . . 
Because he is a gifted writer, Albie Sachs's account of his slow physical rehabilitation is fascinating. We share his 
pain, his difficulty in relearning to walk, his ingenuity in tying shoelaces and his tie with his left hand alone. . . . This 
book will make everyone who reads it more aware of the urgency of the need for total change. It will also deepen our 
admiration for Albie Sachs and the thousands of others who have shown such amazing courage in fighting evil." -- 
Times (London)From the Inside Flap "I've never read anything quite like this book: wild, loving, sad, with humor 
striking deep as emotion."Nadine Gordimer [An] extraordinary man, a living testimony to the belief that the human 
spirit can overcome all adversity. . . . That [Sachs] survived not just to exist but to make so fulsome a contribution to 
the life of a new, altogether better South Africa is a triumph.Independent A highly personal and sensually explicit 
odyssey . . . , a book imbued with apparently undaunted idealism.Times Educational Supplement 


