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International Law): 

This collection of essays explores different dimensions of the relationship between the third world and international 
law. The topics covered include third world approaches to international law, non-state actors and developing countries, 
feminism and the third world, foreign investment, resistance and international law, and territorial disputes and native 
peoples. It is a further contribution to the work done by scholars intent on elaborating what might be termed Third 
World Approaches to International Law (TWAIL). This initiative seeks to continue and further develop the important 
work that has been done over many decades, particularly by scholars and jurists from the third world, to construct an 
international law which is sensitive to the needs of third world peoples. This body of scholarship has attempted to 
extend and expand the concerns and materials of international law. The essays in this volume are animated by these 
same motives at a time when unprecedented issues confront third world peoples, particularly since the contemporary 
international system appears to be disempowering third world peoples, intensifying inequality between the North and 
the South, and indeed, importantly, within the North and the South. TWAIL scholars attempt to look afresh at the 
history of colonial international law, engage previous trends in third world scholarship in international law, take 
cognizance of the dramatic changes which have characterized the body of international law in the last few decades 
from the perspective of third world peoples, record their resistance to unjust and oppressive international laws, and 
advance new approaches that address their needs and concerns. These are the broad themes and concerns which 
animate this collection of essays.

'"All nine TWAIL conference contributions are documented and of high quality in their legal analysis. While, as their 
editors correctly concede, no well-founded theory is yet underlying the analysis of TWAIL scholars, their common 
concern is courageously expressed, and the rationale of many concepts of mainstream public international law and 
international economic law if forcefully questioned from the third world perspective. TWAIL criticism of Northern 
international law is eloquently put forward, and the lively discourse in which all papers engage in their review is rather 
refreshing."' Sabine Schlemmer-Schulte, "Zeitschrift fur auslandisches und offentliches Recht und Volkerrecht," 
2004."'All nine TWAIL conference contributions are documented and of high quality in their legal analysis. While, as 
their editors correctly concede, no well-founded theory is yet underlying the analysis of TWAIL scholars, their 
common concern is courageously expressed, and the rationale of many concepts of mainstream public international 
law and international economic law if forcefully questioned from the third world perspective. TWAIL criticism of 
Northern international law is eloquently put forward, and the lively discourse in which all papers engage in their 
review is rather refreshing.' Sabine Schlemmer-Schulte, Zeitschrift fur auslandisches und offentliches Recht und 
Volkerrecht, 2004. 


