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Col. James P. Terry : The War on Terror: The Legal Dimension  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised The War on Terror: The Legal Dimension: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. An excellent primer of the legal issues involved in combatting 
terrorismBy Walter Gary Sharp Sr.Dr. Terry's wonderful new text provides an excellent overview of the wildly diverse 
range of legal issues implicated by the war on terror, from the right of self-defense, rules of engagement, and covert 
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action to the detention, torture, interrogation, and prosecution of terrorist detainees. Notably, he also discusses the 
legal parameters raised by defending our critical infrastructure from terrorists and the legality of an attack on foreign 
infrastructure posing a threat. He wraps up his discussion with future perspectives in addressing the violence of 
terrorism. This text is an easy and enjoyable read that will provide an informed view on the legal complexities of the 
ongoing armed conflict against global terrorism.

A former Marine judge advocate and legal counsel to General Colin Powell, James Terry explores the genesis of the 
United States approach to terror violence and the legal foundation for the nations response to the conflicts in 
Afghanistan and Iraq. Terry first reviews the entire spectrum of legal issues that arise before offering creative and 
practical legal and political solutions to counter terrorist activities. The author examines the development of rules of 
engagement and their application in the terrorist environment while differentiating the law of self-defense in this 
environment from more traditional conflicts. He also addresses the role of interrogation, and the line between harsh 
interrogation and torture, and the jurisdictional claims that arise.This volume examines a large number of topics 
related to the struggle and in a remarkably concise exploration, makes them understandable to experts in international 
law as well as those who do not have a strong background in the field. This text provides a serious but concise review 
of the legal issues in 20 interrelated chapters. All constitutional law scholars and political scientists will greatly benefit 
from reading this book. No other text offers such a comprehensive or detailed review of the issues arising from the 
War on Terror.

An authoritative, comprehensive and well-written examination of the legal dimension in countering terrorism by the 
United States government, focusing on the cases of responding to terrorist insurgencies in Afghanistan and Iraq. The 
author is a leading expert on these topics, having served as a former Marine Corps judge advocate and legal counsel to 
the U.S. Defense Department. The books chapters cover topics such as the legal dimension required in the operational 
context of counterterrorism, including the use of covert action; the international legal and political context for 
countering state-sponsored terrorism; the law of self-defense as applied to the terrorist threat; developing rules of 
engagement in countering terrorism; the application of Habeas Corpus in the detention of enemy combatants; torture 
and the interrogation of detainees; the dilemma of turning to federal courts or military commissions in trying suspected 
terrorists; international law and maritime terrorism and piracy; outsourcing military support operations in 
counterterrorism; the legal dimension in countering cyberterrorism, and the relationship between counterterrorism and 
media access to information. The concluding chapter presents the authors views on future perspectives in countering 
the terrorist threat. (Perspectives on Terrorism)[A]n excellent overview and a valuable contribution to the important 
goal of producing an informed nation committed both to protecting its people against terrorism and upholding the rule 
of law. It is a book that will be of value both to experts in the field and ordinary citizens who wish to better understand 
the legal dimensions of a conflict that may be with us for some years to come. (Robert F. Turner, Center for National 
Security Law, University of Virginia Law School)About the AuthorJames P Terry, a retired Marine Corps colonel and 
combat veteran, holds a law degree, a master of laws degree, and the doctor of juridical science degree. Currently, he 
is Senior Fellow at the Center for National Security Law at the University of Virginia. He and his wife Dr Michelle 
Terry live in Annandale, Virginia. 


