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James Landon : The Weekend Landlord: From Credit Checksto Evictionsand Everything in Between before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised The Weekend Landlord: From
Credit Checksto Evictions and Everything in Between:

1 of 3 people found the following review helpful. It's not that good. Information is mostly basicBy UPSET
CUSTOMERIt's not that good. Information is mostly basic. I've been alandlord for years and have not found anything
useful for me.

It Doesn't Have to Be a Full-Time JobThe Weekend Landlord is your simple guide that highlights the crucial areas of
landlord/tenant relations. Complete with frequently needed forms and helpful checklists, you can find the best tenants,


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1572485647

handle any issues that come up and move on to the next tenant as circumstances demand.Manage Y our MoneyMake
smart decisions in selecting tenants, collecting rent, reporting income and saving at tax time.Watch Out for Red
FlagsAvoid the common mistakes that many landlords make regarding background checks, making repairs and ending
the tenancy.Reference Y our State's ResourcesLearn what your state requires from you when dealing with atenant and
how to effortlessly meet those requirements.Make Use of Handy ToolsUse these quick and easy tools to ensure that
you are covering al your bases and locking in the right tenant.Precise Coverage of--Applications--Credit Checks--
Security Deposits --Partial Payments--Collecting Rent--Landlord's Duties--Tenant's Rights--Mai ntenance | ssues--
Terminating the Lease--TaxesEasy-to-Use Forms --Tenant Application--L ease Agreement--Property Inspection --
Move-Out Letter--Termination of Lease --Repair Request--Payment Agreement--Deposit Itemization--Eviction
Complaint--Sublet PermissionSimple, complete and ready to help-The Weekend Landlord is your answer

About the AuthorAs an attorney and author, James A. Landon is an energetic and enterprising member of Southern
Arizona'slegal community.Landon graduated from the University of Arizona College of Law in 1996, after receiving
his Bachelor of Fine Arts, Cum Laude, from the University of Arizona. Landon has practiced law in Tucson since
1996, successfully handling thousands of landlord and tenant related cases. He currently practices law as a partner in
The Law Offices of Sipe and Landon, afull-service law firm located in Tucson.Always relishing the art of public
speaking, Landon made hisfirst television and radio appearances at the age of 10 as a student advocate for the
Independent School District in Austin, Texas. Landon was born in Summit, New Jersey, but has lived in Arizona since
1982. He met hiswife Heidi while surfing the Internet, and has been married since 1998. The couple has two cats and
a beloved dachshund, Vegas.Excerpt. Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.The Top 10 Waysto Be a
Successful LandlordExcerpted from The Weekend Landlord, 2E by James A. Landon 20071) Require a complete
rental applicationMany tenancies do not have a happy ending. Perhaps the tenant needs to be evicted, or alandlord
discovers extensive damage to the dwelling after the tenant has moved. In the event that a tenant leaves with money
owed, the original rental application becomes very important. A landlord stands a much greater chance of recovering
money owed if the application includes accurate Social Security number, date of birth, employment, income,
reference, and nearest relative information. All of thisinformation can help landlordsin their efforts to recover past
due amounts from aformer tenant.2) Inspect a dwelling before a new tenant movesinFailing to properly document the
condition of your property before your tenant movesin can adversely affect your ability to demonstrate that atenant is
responsible for damages caused during a tenancy. If you have not documented the condition of the property prior to
move in, how can you prove that the tenant caused the damage? Shooting video, taking pictures, and keeping thorough
notes of the condition of the property prior to move in greatly enhances your chances of recovering for damages
caused during the tenancy. 3) Always obtain the forwarding addresses of your tenantsThere are a couple of reasons
that alandlord should always obtain this forwarding address information: 1) to ensure that there is an address to send
information regarding the tenant's security deposit, often required by state statutes; and 2) to give the landlord the
tenant's new address in the event the landlord needs to pursue the former tenant for money owed in excess of the
deposit.4) Inspect the property during the course of the tenancyAlthough the tenant occupies the property, the landlord
till isthe owner. Therefore, it isin the landlord's best interests to regularly inspect the property. Even though the rent
may be paid on time, tenants may be damaging or neglecting the property, and this can cost the landlord far more than
amonth or two of unpaid rent. 5) Insist on a sighed agreement as to the date that the balance is due when accepting a
partial paymentThe temptation to accept past due monies from atenant is understandable, even if it is not the full
amount due. If you accept partial payments, however, it is always a good idea to document the amount of money
received, and have the tenant sign the document specifying the date that the balance will be paid. In many
jurisdictions, alandlord will be forced to wait until the following month to bring an eviction action if he or she has
accepted apartial payment without a written agreement regarding the date that the remaining balance is due. 6) Be
familiar with local and state landlord/tenant and fair housing lawsQuite often, inexperienced landlords unknowingly
and unwittingly violate local, state, and federal laws without having any ideathat they are doing so. Such violations
can be costly, so landlords need to keep abreast of the current laws to the best of their ability. There are numerous
ways in which landlords can keep current with the law, including the Internet, library, and secretary of state-not to
mention having an experienced landlord/tenant attorney to contact in a pinch. 7) Be familiar with market
conditionsMarket conditions exert agreat deal of influence over residential rental properties. These conditions affect
such things as the amount of rent that is attainable, the value for sale of any rental property, and the long-term outlook
of arental property as apotential investment. It is of great benefit to always keep up with your local market
conditions. Periodically research advertised rents. Drive around and see what types of units are available, and what the
asking price isfor those units. Periodically check the asking price for available properties similar to yours. All of this
research, which will encompass a minimal amount of time, will pay dividends down the road.8) When it istimeto hire
an attorney, hire an attorneyA primary purpose of this book isto provide landlords with the information necessary so
that retention of an attorney is unnecessary. Sometimes, however, landlords do get in over their heads, and it is
important to know when it istime to step back, evaluate the situation, and realize that you need professional guidance



or representation. If you get to the point where court action seems imminent or inevitable, it is probably timeto give a
landlord/tenant attorney a call.9) Whether or not you think your tenant is entitled to any return of a security deposit,
account for that money in a security deposit reconciliation statementMany landlords want nothing to do with their
former tenants, particularly if they believe that those former tenants have caused substantial damages to the property.
Even if you believe that your tenant has committed damages that far exceed the security deposit, account for the
deposit and those damages in awritten deposit reconciliation statement. Many states contain statutes harshly
penalizing landlords for improperly accounting for security deposits, particularly if ajudge finds that monies have
been wrongfully withheld. Therefore, even if you are absolutely convinced that atenant has no right to the return of
any portion of the deposit, account for those monies anyway.10) Keep tabs on your property managerOne of the
reasons that you might hire a property manager is on the presumption that the property manager iswell versed in the
law, and better able to protect your interests. Y ou may be right. However, property managers are not attorneys, and the
burden of any mistakes will primarily fall squarely on your shoulders. Keep in regular contact with your property
manager and review your client records often. Regular contact allows you to help your property manager do his or her
job most effectively.



