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Ronald D. Smith : Thomas Ewing Jr.: Frontier Lawyer and Civil War General (Shades of Blue and Gray) 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Thomas Ewing Jr.: 
Frontier Lawyer and Civil War General (Shades of Blue and Gray): 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Highly recommended for Civil War enthusiasts of all 
backgroundsBy Midwest Book ReviewThomas Ewing Jr. Frontier Lawyer and Civil War General is a scholarly 
biography of former Whig senator and cabinet member destined to gain a commission in the Union Army, along with 
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his brothers. He raised a regiment that encountered action in Arkansas and Missouri, and after William Quantrill's raid 
on Lawrence, Kansas, he issued the General Order No. 11 that forcibly removed residents from sections of western 
Missouri. A confidant of Abraham Lincoln, Ewing dared to defend three of the assassination conspirators, and even 
lobbied a key vote to prevent the impeachment of Andrew Johnson. Exhaustively researched, Thomas Ewing Jr. 
Frontier Lawyer and Civil War General presents an in-depth, crystal clear portrait of not only one Civil War general's 
life, but also the antebellum South in which he lived. Highly recommended for Civil War enthusiasts of all 
backgrounds.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. listen as you readBy pintelehThis outstanding book is 
not only historical, educational and accurate; it is written with an underlying sence of humor and sensitivity that brings 
the story to life. This makes the book read smoothly, like a novel. But you aren't getting just fiction.

The Ewings influenced the course of the Midwest for more than fifty years. Patriarch Thomas Ewing raised four major 
players in the nation s history including William Tecumseh Cump Sherman, taken in as a nine-year-old. Smith shows 
that Tom Jr. had a remarkable career of his own. He came to national prominence in the fight over the pro-slavery 
Lecompton Constitution, was instrumental in starting up the Union Pacific Railroad, and became the first chief justice 
of the Kansas Supreme Court. Ewing obtained a commission in the Civil War and issued the dramatic General Order 
No. 11 that expelled residents from sections of western Missouri. Then this confidant of Abraham Lincoln s went on to 
courageously defend three of the assassination conspirators and lobbied the key vote to block the impeachment of 
Andrew Johnson.
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