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Parker M Nielson, Patricia F Cowley : Thunder Over Zion: The Life and Times of Chief Judge Willis W Ritter 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Thunder Over Zion: 
The Life and Times of Chief Judge Willis W Ritter: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Thunder over ZionBy ElenamariaWhen I attended college in Utah I 
wrote my report on Judge Ritter. When I stood in front of the class of law students and some police officers I heard 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0874808766


gasp (Shock), Yes, he did some outrageous things from the bench, this book was not available when I was in college 
(wish it had been). I did not then, nor now look at Ritter as being a man ahead of his time, because I don't want to give 
him any credit. However, after reading the book I see he was plagued by his own demons. That gives me some sense 
of relief. I grew up with a dislike for him because of his "crazy" ways of thinking and acting on them. Some of what he 
did affected people I know for years, until everyone directly involved had died including Ritter. This book gave me an 
insight as to maybe why, but it does not release the pain his actions caused. The research by Parker Nielson is by far so 
detailed. It made me recall some of the events, enlighten me on others and taught me much. I loved reading about the 
history and learning about the names of various areas that I visit. I have read other books by this author he never fails 
to amaze.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Excellent!By T.H.E. TruthGood research and one of the 
best political and religious histories of Utah 1940-1985. Very bight complex person who could have been the best 
jurist of the century except for his lack of balance and temperament. Every lawyer feared him and most respected his 
ability and brilliance.

Willis William Ritter, United States District Judge for the District of Utah from 1949 until his death on March 4, 1978, 
was the one judge whose name was familiar among those who had little or no idea of the difference between judicial 
jurisdictions. Many knew him by the broad gestures with which he challenged bureaucracies and the federal 
government itself. He was, legally speaking, a friend to the underdog. Yet at his death scarcely a friend was left and he 
had become the object of ridicule, outrage, pity, and contempt.

"This work is valuable legal and political history. Its observations on the independence of the federal judiciary are of 
value today and are of value well beyond Utah."Donald N. Zillman, University of Maine Law School 


